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A special meeting of the Board of Education of the Kalamazoo Public Schools will be held on 
Thursday, August 13, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. Kalamazoo Public Schools will be live streaming the 
August 13 board meeting at 7:00 p.m. on Public Media Network on the Discover Channel: 
 
https://www.publicmedianet.org/live-streams 
 
Additional details will be posted on the Kalamazoo Public Schools website. 
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KALAMAZOO PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Board of Education Meeting 

1220 Howard Street 
August 13, 2020 – 7:00 P.M.  

Virtual Meeting 
 

A G E N D A 
 
I. Call to Order 
 
II. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
III. Attendance 
 
IV. Announcements and Recognitions 
 
V. Committee Reports/School Reports 
 
VI. Correspondence 
 
VII. Consent Calendar Items 

A. Minutes 
7-23-20 Regular Meeting Minutes 
 

B. Business and Financial Reports 
Purchase recommendation 2021-3 and 2021-4 
 

C. Personnel Items 
Personnel Report 
 

D.  Other 
   

VIII. Persons Requesting to Address the Board (3 minutes individual limit) 
 
IX. Reports and Recommendations 

A.         Approval of Employee Association Contractual Agreement 
B.         Covid-19 Preparedness and Response Plan 
C.         Covid-19 Course Recommendations 
 

X. Other Business 
 
XI. Comments by Trustees/Superintendent 
 
XII. Closed Session (if needed) 
 
XIII. Next Regular Board of Education Meeting: Thursday, August 27, 2020 



VII.A. 
 

KALAMAZOO PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Board of Education 
1220 Howard Street 

July 23, 2020 – Virtual Meeting 
 
I. Call to Order 
 President Sholler-Barber called the July 23, 2020 regular Board of Education meeting to order at 

7:00 p.m. 
 
II. Attendance 

Board members present: TiAnna Harrison, Jennie Hill, Jermaine Jackson, Tandy Moore, Jason 
Morris, and Patti Sholler-Barber. Absent: Ken Greschak. Superintendent Dr. Rita Raichoudhuri 
was also present. 

 
III.    Announcements and Recognitions 
 None. 
 
IV. School Reports/Committee Reports 
 Committee Reports 
           None. 
 
V.    Correspondence 

Secretary Hill reviewed the correspondence received for the period of July 8 through July 21, 2020. 
(File #2.) 
 

VI.     Consent Calendar  
 President Sholler-Barber presented the Consent Calendar items: VII.A. July 9, 2020 Regular 

Meeting Minutes; and VII.C. Personnel Changes. 
 

MOTION:  Implied to approve the Consent Calendar as presented. 
 
 Disposition:  Roll call vote: motion carried, 6-yes, 0-no, 0-abstentions. 

  
VII. Persons Requesting to Address the Board 

President Sholler-Barber read Policy 1.2 Public Participation During a Meeting of the Board of 
Trustees.   
 
42 people called in to the meeting to discuss the following topics: 

• Concerns regarding in-person back to school plans; 
• Belongingness for KPS students; 
• Concerns regarding outsourcing some on-line teaching positions to KRESA Virtual 

Innovative Collaborative (KVIC); 
• Keeping minority students safe; 
• Thanks to KPS, Dr. Raichoudhuri, and the administrative team for their efforts these past   

months and for including the community to express their concerns for opening schools in 
the fall. 

 
IX.     Reports and Recommendations 

A. Summary on Continuity of Learning Plan from Spring 2020 
Dr. Raichoudhuri presented the following summary: 
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In getting ready for fully virtual learning in the spring, KPS developed a Google website called 
“The Learning Hub” for families and students to access support materials. These materials 
consisted of academics, remediation websites, social-emotional supports, and community 
resources.  A helpdesk via the website was provided for students and families. 
  
KPS also created a website called “The Knowledge Center” for educators to access support 
materials.  
  
The KPS special education department developed Distance Learning Plans for all students in 
KPS who had IEPs and 504 Plans.  
 
Learning packets were distributed three days a week at the 24 food sites throughout the spring 
closure. 
 
KPS distributed Chromebooks to students who needed them. KPS surveyed families and 
determined that approximately 30% of its students lacked access to reliable, high-speed 
Internet. In response, a cohort of community partners collaborated to secure funding and 
procure 1000 hotspot devices in order to begin the work of bridging the digital divide for our 
students. The partnership is committed to continuing the work of eliminating the digital divide 
within the Kalamazoo Community through seeking long-term solutions. 
 
Many KPS departments contributed to the development and implementation of the Continuity 
of Learning Plan. There was regular two-way communication with the president of the 
Kalamazoo Education Association (KEA) and the director of the Michigan Education 
Association. KEA sought input from their members. Teachers were involved in the 
development of distance learning instruction for their students as they contributed to the 
development of resources on The Learning Hub and The Knowledge Center. Principals were 
involved in leading and supporting their professional and support staff members, making sure 
all had meaningful work during the COVID-19 district closure. Some principals, teachers, and 
support staff members also regularly volunteered at the food sites three days a week. KPS 
Senior Leadership consistently volunteered at food sites every week. Community 
organizations were also collaborators including several who worked on the Digital Access for 
All project including the City of Kalamazoo, Kalamazoo Community Foundation, The 
Kalamazoo Promise, Kalamazoo Public Library, Western Michigan University, KydNet, and 
KRESA. Communities In Schools and other volunteers from the community provided ongoing 
support at the food and learning packet distribution sites. Many other organizations and 
individuals donated items for distribution to families including personal care items, books, 
seed packets, personal protection masks and gloves, emergency food boxes, and school 
supplies. When I was reading through these plans as an outsider coming into this community 
and learning about what happened in the spring, I was so incredibly touched by how the entire 
community came together to support our children and their families. 
 
KPS staff collected feedback on the Continuity of Learning Plan from stakeholder groups 
during May and June. The methods of obtaining feedback included a principal survey and 
group discussions during principal meetings, an electronic teacher survey, parent focus groups 
and phone interviews, and an electronic survey for students in grades 3-12. In each case, the 
questions asked surrounded three main areas of:  What went well? What didn’t go well? and 
What needs to be considered for the fall?  
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Principals reported that although many aspects of the plan went well, some families were not 
ever reached, despite exhaustive attempts at contact. Among families that did participate, 
principals reported that families often felt overwhelmed by the schedule and workload.  457 
teachers participated in the teacher survey. Teachers reported that the most significant barrier 
to student engagement was lack of parent/family support for some students.  Teachers also 
reported that initial communication gaps and lack of participation in planning contributed to a 
lack of understanding around expectations and accountability. As the plan was implemented, 
teachers found that many of their students were eager to connect to share their thoughts and 
feelings with teachers.   
 
Parents from every school building were randomly selected to participate in focus groups to 
provide feedback on the district plan. Feedback from parents was overwhelmingly positive, 
and they were empathetic to the complexity of the circumstances.  Parents reported that they 
appreciated consistent platforms like Google Classrooms and that they were impressed with 
how quickly their students adapted to online learning. Parents also expressed several concerns 
regarding things that didn't go well including difficulty balancing personal and school 
workloads, and often felt overwhelmed.  Access to reliable home internet and devices was also 
a challenge, especially in homes with multiple students.  Parents reported that expectations 
across classrooms were often inconsistent, which resulted in communication gaps and lack of 
consistent feedback on learning. Parents have a wide range of concerns to consider for fall, 
many of which are unique to individual sets of family circumstances.  
 
A total of 2,974 students in grades 3-12 participated in the student survey. Students indicated 
that they had the greatest difficulty with completing work and using online programs. They 
said the workload was hard to manage and that it was often difficult to focus on online 
learning due, in part, to additional responsibilities at home such as providing childcare to their 
siblings. Teachers met a minimum of three times a week with their caseload of students for 
formal/synchronous teaching as well as had open office hours for remediation and questions 
twice a week or more.  Synchronous lessons were often recorded by educators to be made 
available offline and/or in an asynchronous manner via Google Classroom and classroom 
websites. 
 
Participation varied widely over the course of the implementation of the spring plan. It varied 
week by week, school by school, and teacher by teacher.  
 
Implementation of the spring continuity of learning plan began with professional development 
for all teachers and instructional support staff the week of April 13, 2020. The sessions 
covered topics such as Social Emotional Learning, pedagogy, education technology tools, and 
grade level specific content. Sessions were often recorded for asynchronous learning and 
served as a reference for teachers who could not attend.  In addition, teachers were encouraged 
to form groups to share best practices, Google sites, and other resources.  
 
Mental health supports were provided by behavior specialists and other student support service 
providers who met with students via Google Meet or by telephone. There were check-in 
sessions for students to share with staff their concerns or feelings during the time away from 
school. Base Education, a module based social emotional learning tool, was also used with 
students on an as-needed basis. Social emotional lessons were printed as hard copies and 
provided for students on a weekly basis.  Integrated Services of Kalamazoo, Gryphon Place, 
and Communities In Schools provided additional support for our students and families during 
this time. Teletherapy and crisis intervention took place on an as needed basis. 
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The district has expended approximately $1.8 million to date on the Continuity of Learning 
and COVID-19 Response Plan. This included reproducing learning packets, purchasing 
additional software, and safety protocol items.  
 
Overall, KPS responded quickly to develop tools and resources for families. In addition to the 
instructional and mental health supports, KPS distributed over 800,000 meals in the spring and 
are slated to distribute over one million meals by the end of the summer. I’d like to personally 
thank our hard-working and dedicated staff and community partners for their continued 
dedication to the students and families of Kalamazoo. It was a challenging few months with 
schools closing with no notice and everyone adjusting to life in a global pandemic. We learned 
a lot of lessons from our spring continuity of learning plan and are officially closing the 
chapter on the spring plan and moving forward with our fall plan in which we have applied our 
learning from the implementation of the spring plan. 
 

B.  Update on Consideration of Opening Schools Fall 2020 
 Dr. Raichoudhuri presented the following report: 
 
As our motto says, Kalamazoo Public Schools is about every child, every opportunity, every 
time. Board policy 3.1, Philosophy of Learning, states that “the district believes that every 
student can learn and that every student should have access to opportunities that assist them 
in developing to their fullest potential. These opportunities and experiences should stimulate 
intellectual, personal, social, and physical growth, within the financial and operational 
constraints of the district.”  As an educational organization our charge, first and foremost, is 
the education, growth, and safety of children.  

          
There are many stakeholders involved in this planning process. We continue to seek guidance 
from the documents prepared by state and federal organizations. We are meeting with 
teachers, principals, and others in our community to seek their input. Our plan is focusing on 
three areas: Health and Safety, High Quality Instruction, and Student and Staff Support. 
 
KPS is closely monitoring the up-to-date scientific data available on COVID-19 and is 
working very closely with its county health officer as they develop their plan. Although we are 
being told by the county health office that the decisions will be case by case as they happen. 
The status of school opening is dependent on the MI Safe Start Phase we are in. Our region in 
in Phase 4, which allows for in-person instruction. If we were to return to Phases 1, 2 or 3, 
schools will be closed for in-person instruction and KPS will revert to remote learning for all 
students.  
 
The American Academy of Pediatrics strongly advocates for students being physically present 
in school. The importance of in-person learning is well documented. The evidence of the 
negative impacts on children because of school closures this spring is well documented. We 
know that lengthy time away from school and associated interruption of supportive services 
often result in social isolation, making it difficult for schools to identify and address important 
learning deficits as well as physical abuse, substance use, depression, and suicidal ideation. 
Beyond the educational and social impact of school closing, there has been substantial impact 
on food security and physical activity for children and families. Although children and 
adolescents play a major role in amplifying influenza outbreaks to date, this does not appear to 
be the case with this novel coronavirus, COVID-19. 
 
The data in the chart below was provided by Kalamazoo County. It shows the COVID-19 
death rates by gender, age, and race. For Kalamazoo county, 60% of the deaths are female. By 
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age group there were zero deaths for persons below the age of 20 related to the pandemic. In 
other words, zero deaths for school aged children. Almost 80% of the deaths have been for 
over 70-year old people. In Kalamazoo county, 81% of the death have been among 
Caucasians. 
 
 

 
 
 
As KPS continues planning for this fall, its first pledge is to health and safety. We provide a 
healthy learning environment for our students, staff, and community.  
 
Our plan will have detailed information on the new safety protocols which will be in place for 
schools while we’re in Phase 4. We have chosen to implement many of the protocols which 
are not required in Governor Whitmer’s MI Safe School Roadmap. Before school starts, we 
will engage in a robust communication effort to inform all students, parents, staff, and our 
community partners about these procedures. It goes without saying that school will look very 
different this fall than it ever has before.  

 
KPS new cleaning protocols will include regular cleaning of frequently touched surfaces such 
as light switches, doors, benches, and bathrooms. Student desks will be wiped down after 
every class period.  
 
KPS will be reprogramming the Energy Management System to increase the amount of fresh 
air brought into our classrooms. They will also increase the time the system runs both before 
the building is occupied and after.  

 
KPS Facilities Management Department is reviewing spaces that may require the addition of a 
portable air purifier. Both hot and cold domestic water systems will be completely flushed in 
every building before the beginning of school.   

 
KPS will spend a lot of time at the beginning of the school year teaching and reinforcing 
proper hand washing. Signs will be posted throughout our buildings about hand washing and 
showing how to cough and sneeze into elbows or a tissue. Students’ personal items will be 
kept separate and we will limit the sharing of personal items or other classroom items. 
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Facial coverings are required to be worn by everyone in KPS buildings. These may be 
homemade or disposable masks. Homemade masks must be washed daily. The only 
exceptions to the wearing of facial coverings are for those unable to medically tolerate one or 
by students in grades K-5 who remain with their classes throughout the day. Masks must be 
worn on the bus and in all common areas.  

  
If KPS is to return in person this fall and not go completely virtual (which is also a possibility) 
it is fully committed to social distancing in its secondary schools and are still determining how 
to implement the social distancing in the elementary schools. This will be dependent on how 
many elementary students choose to do virtual learning. Desks will be separated and face in 
the same direction. Teachers will maintain six feet of spacing between themselves and students 
as much as possible. There will be marks to indicate six-foot intervals where line formation is 
anticipated. Hallways will be one-way when possible or divided with either side going in the 
same direction. Movement within the school will be limited to the extent possible. This 
includes having meals in classrooms.  

 
Every school is developing new arrival and departure procedures for students who walk, are 
driven, and for those riding the bus. Any visitors to the building must adhere to all the new 
safety protocols. In general, visitors will not be allowed into school buildings except under 
extenuating circumstances.  

 
 For this school year, KPS will not have indoor assemblies that bring together students from 
more than one class. Off-site field trips requiring bus transportation to an indoor location are 
suspended. Extracurricular activities may continue with the use of facial coverings and other 
social distancing measures. What we also plan to do is limit adults being in the same spaces. 
Research shows that adults are not at risk from children, they are at risk from each other 
because children are highly unlikely to contract the virus, and if they were to contract it, they 
are highly unlikely to spread it. 
 
We recently surveyed families to gauge their preference between in-person instruction, a 
hybrid model, or 100% virtual. The results were evenly split three ways. We are committed to 
providing families with choice. A survey of teachers in June conducted by KEA indicated that 
most teachers wanted to return to school. However, it’s also understandable that until we 
decide on what safety precautions will be in place, that all KPS employees (including our 
teachers) can’t really say with certainty whether they feel safe to return. We take the safety of 
our staff very seriously and will be paying attention to what our teachers and other staff 
members are saying.  

 
As to options for the fall, KPS wants to make it clear that these are all situational and 
hypothetical at this point. Just because we are showing three models doesn’t mean that we will 
do them all. At the end of the day, we must submit a plan to the state that will get funded. To 
date, the only funding guidance we have received is “unless you start school in-person you 
will not receive any funding.” To date, we don’t know if we submit a plan that has virtual 
options and hybrid options, if we will get funding - the answer currently is that we will not. If 
that happens, we will cease to exist as a district since we won’t be able to sustain programs, 
pay our employees, and keep the lights on.  

 
KPS is keeping its most vulnerable student populations in mind and is considering creating an 
option to provide as much in-person instruction as possible to students with IEPs, 504s, and 
for English language learners. 
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The following chart shows the results of our latest parent survey about the hypothetical three 
instructional choices. While the response rate on the survey is low it still gives us a good 
sample size in each age band to understand what parents may want. In discussion with some 
parents who had not taken the survey, many told us that they didn’t take the survey because 
they have never felt let down by the district in the past, and that they trust in the expertise and 
sound decision making capabilities of the district and the Board of Trustees. Others said that 
they didn’t feel ready to take the survey given the immense set of unknowns related to the 
final plan.  
 

  
  

100% Virtual Hybrid In-Person Participated 

PK - 2 26.96% 38.92% 34.11% 28.68% 

3 -5 26.62% 44.21% 29.17% 28.96% 

6 - 8 26.85% 46.91% 26.23% 33.37% 

9 - 12 23.40% 52.39% 24.21% 32.20% 

District 25.74% 46.30% 27.96% 30.89% 

 
 The following chart shows the same results using the number of responses versus percentages. 
As you can see, we did have many families who did not respond to the survey 

 

  
  

100% Virtual Hybrid In-Person No Response Grand 
Total 

PK - 2 230 332 291 2121 2974 

3 -5 230 382 252 2119 2983 

6 - 8 261 456 255 1941 2913 
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9 - 12 289 647 299 2600 3835 

District 1010 1817 1097 8781 12,705 

 
The third pledge KPS is making is to providing academic, social and emotional support to its 
students and staff. Regardless of whether we are fully virtual, fully in person, or somewhere in 
between, KPS is committed to support our students and staff in this way. 

 
KPS is aware of the trauma families may have experienced during this pandemic and is 
committed to providing its students and staff with the support they need to return to teaching 
and learning. KPS will provide all staff with timely, responsive, and ongoing professional 
development as well as needed tools, resources, and implementation support focused on a 
variety of topics, including: social-emotional learning, trauma-informed best practices, 
identification of students at risk and proper referral protocols, and self-care to promote holistic 
wellness and resilience and to prevent burnout and vicarious trauma.  
 
KPS partner Gryphon Place will be available to teachers and staff for check-in sessions. They 
are developing a hotline for live support. Our culture and climate coaches are developing a 90-
day plan with a calendar of social and emotional support strategies.  
 
To review our timelines, KPS will release a high-level plan on August 3 to the public. The 
Board of Education will be asked to vote on a more detailed plan based on the August 3 plan 
on August 13, and the first day of school is scheduled for August 31. KPS will continue to 
seek input from its stakeholders and consult with health experts. We pledge to keep our focus 
on health and safety, high-quality instruction, and student and staff support.  

            
 X.  Other Business 
          None. 
 
XI. Comments by Trustees  

Trustee Hill stated that she was very impressed with the Continuous Learning Plan. She noted how 
quickly KPS had pulled this plan together to keep students connected to school before summer 
vacation.  
 
Trustee Jackson stated that his main concern was for the safety of students, families, and teachers. 
He hoped that there were teachers that feel confident with returning to school buildings this fall.  
 
Trustee Moore stated that she was concerned about Gull Lake teachers teaching KPS students. She 
noted her concern of the safety of returning to school and shared that she was not sure her children 
would return to school this fall. Trustee Moore recommended visiting the demandsafeschools.org 
website to review their demands. 
 
Trustee Morris thanked Dr. Raichoudhuri for all of her hard work on the KPS plan for students 
returning to school this fall. 
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Trustee Harrison thanked Dr. Raichoudhuri for the time put into these plans and for addressing the 
different needs in our community. She noted the importance of keeping teachers, students, and 
their families safe during this pandemic. 
 
President Sholler-Barber thanked Dr. Raichoudhuri, Mr. Start, and the leadership team for their 
hard work in doing what’s best for all KPS students.  
 
President Sholler-Barber shared her concern for the many students who had no access to devices 
for on-line learning. She noted that KPS had a responsibility to craft the best program for the KPS 
family. President Sholler-Barber shared the need for quality and safe daycare in our community. 
She stated her confidence in Dr. Raichoudhuri and her fellow trustees to make the right decision in 
these emotional times. 
 

XII. Comments by Superintendent 
Dr. Raichoudhuri stated that KPS was dealing with a lot of unknowns with how families will 
choose what plan is best for their children. She noted that in less than a month the board would be 
voting on a learning plan. Dr. Raichoudhuri asked the community for their patience and flexibility 
in the fall. 
 

XIII. Closed Session (if needed) 
 President Sholler-Barber did not call for a closed session and adjourned the meeting at 10:20 p.m. 
 

XIV. President Sholler-Barber announced the next regular Board of Education meeting date: Thursday, 
August 13, 2020 at 7:00 p.m.                                                     

    Respectfully submitted,                                               
       
    Betse Klepper, Recording Secretary 
    on behalf of Jennie Hill, Secretary 
    Board of Education                                                                                 



VII.B. 

KALAMAZOO PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Office of the Superintendent 

 
 
TO: Board of Trustees 

 
FROM: Dr. Rita Raichoudhuri, Superintendent 

 
DATE: August 13, 2020 

 
SUBJECT: Approval of the Attached Purchase Recommendations 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION: It is recommended that the board approve the purchases reflected on 

the attached Purchase Recommendation Data Sheets. 
 
RATIONALE: In general, purchases greater than $24,459 for materials, supplies, 

equipment, building construction, renovation, or repairs are brought before 
the board for approval. 

 
The attached purchase recommendation data sheets include all purchases 
that require approval at this time. Aspects of the purchases that are 
considered significant to the decision-making process are outlined on the 
data sheets. 



 
 
 
 
          VII.B.1. 

KALAMAZOO PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 

PURCHASE RECOMMENDATION DATA SHEET 
 

      Board Meeting Date:   August 13, 2020 
      Request Number:     2020-03 
      Amount:        TBD 
 

Item: Online licenses for Calvert Learning 
 
Cost Center: Teaching and Learning Services with possible future reimbursement through 
federal or state grants 
 
Cost Center Representative(s) attending Board meeting: Cindy Green 
 
Description of Need:  In order to implement one of the two learning options for the Kalamazoo 
Public School Preparedness Plan, licenses must be purchased for each student who has selected 
the program. In Option 2a of the KPS Virtual Learning Path, the district will utilize Calvert 
Learning. Calvert Learning is a project-based K-8 virtual curriculum. 
 
Due to the timeline needed for families to select learning plans, as well as the pricing of 
individual licenses, exact numbers and costs are not available at this time. For this reason, three 
cost estimates are being provided. The first estimate is based on 5% of student enrollment, the 
second estimate is based on 10% enrollment, and the third is based on 15% of enrollment in 
Option 2a. 
 

Calvert Learning – Program Licenses for KPS Virtual Learning Path (K-5) 
Estimates Students Price per License Cost 

5% of enrollment 350 $ 450           $ 157, 500 
10% of enrollment 700 $ 450 $ 315,000 
15% of enrollment              1050 $ 225 $ 236,250 

 
Calvert Learning – Program Licenses for KPS Virtual Learning Path (6-8) 

Estimates Students Price per License Cost 
5% of enrollment 140 $ 473 $ 66,220 
10% of enrollment 280 $ 473 $ 132,440 
15% of enrollment 420 $ 448 $ 188,160 

 
Vendor:   Edmentum 
  P.O. Box 776725 
  Chicago, IL 60677-6725  
 
Number of Proposals Requested: Three vendors were explored for their online learning 
platforms. Calvert Learning offered flexibility to match the Kalamazoo Public School curriculum 
as best as possible. The other learning platforms had limitations in this area.  
  
Low Bid Accepted? N/A 



 
 
 
 
           VII.B.2. 

KALAMAZOO PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
 

PURCHASE RECOMMENDATION DATA SHEET 
 
 

            Board Meeting Date: August 13, 2020 
            Request Number: 2020-4 
            Amount:    TBD 
 

Item: GradPoint Licenses 
 
Cost Center:  Teaching and Learning Services and possible future reimbursement from federal and  
state grants 
 
Cost Center Representative(s) attending Board meeting:  Cindy Green 
 
Description of Need:   
In order to implement the 9-12 component of Option #2a Kalamazoo Public School Virtual Learning Path 
(KVLP), licenses must be purchased for each student who has selected the program.  The 9-12 component 
of KVLP will use GradPoint. GradPoint is well-known to the district for the flexibility in offering credit 
options for first time courses and credit retrieval for students who have taken a course and needed 
additional time to complete the course. Both core content and elective courses are available.  
 
Due to the timeline needed for families to select learning plans, as well as the pricing of individual 
licenses, exact numbers and costs are not available at this time. GradPoint also offers concurrent login 
licenses, rather than individual licenses. 
 
 

 GradPoint – Program Licenses for KPS Virtual Learning Path (9-12) 
Estimates Students Core license 

cost 
Elective 

license cost 
Cost 

Lowest estimate 135 (2/3 core and 
1/3 elective) 

$ 355.95 $ 597.45    $  58,920.75 

Modest estimate 200 (2/3 core and 
1/3 elective) 

$ 355.95 $ 597.45    $  87,370.50 

High estimate 300 (2/3 core and 
1/3 elective) 

$ 355.95 $ 597.45    $130,935.00 

 
 
Vendor:   Pearson Online and Blended Learning 
  Columbia, MD 21044 
    
Number of Proposals Requested:  
The district explored other options and concluded that using an online tool that is currently being used by 
Kalamazoo Public Schools is best for its students.   
 
Low Bid Accepted? N/A 



VII.C. 

Dr. Raichoudhuri’s copy 
KALAMAZOO PUBLIC SCHOOL 

Office of the Superintendent 
           

TO:  Board of Trustees  

FROM:  Dr. Rita Raichoudhuri, Superintendent   

DATE:  August 13, 2020  

SUBJECT: Personnel Changes 

 
RECOMMENDATION:    It is recommended that the board approve the following employment changes: 
 

I. Employment  
A. Professional/Management 
B. Classified 

 
  II. Promotions/Key Transfers 

A. Professional/Management 
B. Classified 

      
III. Leaves of Absence 

A. Professional/Management 
B. Classified 
 

  IV. Terminations 
A. Professional Management 

Tina E. Kocefas, Special Education Teacher, Kalamazoo Central High School, 
Resignation, 8/21/2020 
Debra L. McKee, English Teacher, Maple Street Magnet School for the Arts, 
7/31/2020, Retirement 
 

B. Classified 
Stephanie M. Ludwig, Child Care Center Manager, Loy Norrix High School, 
7/28/2020, Resignation  
Anna E. Swier, Special Education Paraprofessional, Middle School Alternative 
Learning Program, 7/24/2020, Resignation  

  
  V. Termination from Leave of Absence 

A. Professional/Management 
 Candis L. Collick, Science Teacher, Milwood Magnet School: A Center for 

Math, Science and Technology, 7/31/2020, Resignation  
 
C. Classified 

   
VI. Return from Leave of Absence 

A.       Professional/Management 
B.        Classified 



IX.A. 
 

 

KALAMAZOO PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Office of the Superintendent 

 
 

TO:  Board of Trustees 
      
FROM:  Dr. Rita Raichoudhuri, Superintendent 
 
DATE:  August 13, 2020 
 
SUBJECT: Approval of Employee Association Contractual Agreement 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: It is recommended that the Board of Trustees approve a one-year (2020-

2021) contractual agreement between Kalamazoo Public Schools (KPS) 
and Food Service Managers Collective Bargaining Unit. 

      
      
RATIONALE:  The members of this employee group provide very important services to 

our students, families, and school personnel. 
 
  This agreement has been ratified by the various memberships and is 

within the budget parameters of the Board of Trustees. 
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KALAMAZOO PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Office of the Superintendent 

 
TO:  Board of Trustees 
 
FROM: Dr. Rita Raichoudhuri, Superintendent 
 
DATE:  August 13, 2020 
 
SUBJECT: COVID-19 Preparedness and Response Plan 
 
RECOMMENDATION: It is recommended that the board approve the accompanying                         

COVID-19 Kalamazoo Public Schools Preparedness and Response 
Plan. 

 
RATIONALE: As part of the MI Safe Schools: Michigan’s 2020-21 Return to 

School Roadmap, school districts are required to have a written 
COVID-19 Preparedness and Response Plan in order to receive 
funding. This funding is critical to the district in order to operate 
services. 

The Kalamazoo Public Schools (KPS) plan includes two options. 
The first option is the Three Tier/Trimester Model with three 
phases for learning. Tier/Trimester I will start with remote/virtual 
learning on August 31, 2020 and continue until November 24, 
2020 unless the State of Michigan is in COVID-19 Phase 1, 2, or 3 
after the first trimester. Remote learning will be virtual learning. 
Under this plan, all current KPS board approved courses will be 
offered as virtual courses when needed during this school year.  

Tier/Trimester II will be a hybrid model of in-person learning two 
days a week and remote/virtual learning three days a week. This 
phase will start November 30, 2020 and continue until March 12, 
2021 as long as the State of Michigan is in Phase 4 or Phase 5. 
Tier/Trimester III will be in-person all five days of the week as 
long as the State of Michigan is in Phase 6. Tier/Trimester III will 
be March 15 through June 11, 2021.  

Option 2 is virtual learning all year long. There are two choices in 
Option 2. The first option is the Kalamazoo Public Schools Virtual 
Learning Path (KVLP). The second option is the Kalamazoo 
Virtual and Learning Collaborative (KVIC). The KVLP option 
uses GradPoint for high school students and Calvert Learning 
Model for students in grades K-8. Virtual learning is self-directed 
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and self-paced by students. A KPS teacher will touch base weekly 
with students to maintain two-way communication and provide 
support. The second year-long online option is the Kalamazoo 
Virtual and Innovative Collaborative. Michigan Virtual will be 
used for students in grades 6-12. Lincoln Learning will be used for 
K-5 students. This is a collaborative virtual option through the 
county and may or may not have a KPS teacher. Independent 
learning is critical in this model with weekly check-ins.  

The plan also encompasses the district’s preparedness in a variety 
of other Covid-19 related areas. Examples include face coverings, 
hygiene, cleaning, athletics, screening, testing, and student 
transportation.  

This plan was developed with the input over the summer of 
hundreds of parents, students, community members and staff 
members.  
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COVID-19 Kalamazoo Public Schools 
Preparedness and Response Plan 

(Executive Order 2020-142 District Preparedness Plan Template) 
 
 
Name of District: Kalamazoo Public Schools 
 
Address of District: 1220 Howard Street 
 
District Code Number: 39010  
 
Web Address of the District: www.kalamazoopublicschools.com 
 
Name of Intermediate School District: Kalamazoo Regional Educational Service 
Agency  
 
Name of Authorizing Body (if applicable):  
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Preparedness Plan Introduction 
Governor Whitmer’s Executive Order 2020-142  “provides a structure to support all 
schools in Michigan as they plan for a return of pre-K-12 education in the fall. Under the 
order, school districts must adopt a COVID-19 Preparedness and Response Plan laying 
out how they will cope with the disease across the various phases of the Michigan Safe 
Start Plan. In turn, the accompanying Michigan Return to School Roadmap offers a 
guide to the types of safety protocols appropriate during each phase. There’s no one-
size-fits-all solution: What works in Lansing may not work in Sault Sainte Marie. Districts 
will retain the flexibility to tailor their instruction to their particular needs and to the 
disease conditions present in their regions.”  (EO-2020-142)  

Each district (public, public school academy (PSA), nonpublic, and intermediate school 
district (ISD) that educates pre-K-12 students) shall submit a single completed 
Assurance Document and Preparedness Plan to its Board in time for approval by 
August 15 or seven days before the first day of school, whichever comes first.  This 
template, when completed, serves as a single Assurance Document and Preparedness 
Plan.  
 
The Preparedness Plan will be collected by the Intermediate School District for public 
school districts, the authorizing body for public school academies, or the 
chief/designated school administrator for nonpublic schools for transmission to the State 
Superintendent of Public Instruction and State Treasurer by August 17, 2020. 
Additionally, this Preparedness Plan must be posted on the district’s/PSA’s, or 
nonpublic school’s public website home page no later than August 17, 2020.   A single 
application should be filed by the district rather than multiple applications for individual 
schools within a district. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Preparedness Plan Assurances 
The District agrees to meet all of the following requirements of Executive Order 2020-142 

https://content.govdelivery.com/attachments/MIEOG/2020/06/30/file_attachments/1485859/EO%202020-142.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/whitmer/MI_SAFE_START_PLAN_689875_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/whitmer/MI_SAFE_START_PLAN_689875_7.pdf
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✓ The District assures that when it provides in-person instruction to its students without 
disabilities, the district must also provide in-person instruction to its students with 
disabilities, consistent with their individualized education programs (IEPs).  

✓ The District assures that when schools are closed to in-person instruction, districts must 
strive in good faith and to the extent practicable, based upon available resources, 
technology, training, and curriculum, as well as the circumstances presented by COVID-
19, to provide equal access to any alternative modes of instruction to students with 
disabilities from birth through age 26. This assurance includes the provision of auxiliary 
services under section 1296 of the Revised School Code, MCL 380.1296.  

✓ The District assures that while any state of emergency or disaster related to the COVID-
19 pandemic continues, it shall comply with guidance from the United States Department 
of Education, including its Office of Civil Rights and Office of Special Education and 
Rehabilitative Services, and the Michigan Department of Education concerning the 
delivery of alternative modes of instruction to students with disabilities in light of the 
impact of COVID-19. 

✓ The District assures that it shall, to the extent practicable and necessary, make 
individualized determinations whether and to what extent compensatory services may be 
needed for students with disabilities in light of the school closures during the 2019–2020 
school year.  

✓ The District assures that during Phase 1, 2, or 3 of the Michigan Safe Start Plan it will 
close its buildings to anyone except: (a) District employees or contractors necessary to 
conduct minimum basic school operations consistent with a Preparedness Plan, 
including those employers or contractors necessary to facilitate alternative modes of 
instruction, such as distributing materials and equipment or performing other necessary 
in-person functions. (b) Food-service workers preparing food for distribution to students 
or their families. (c) Licensed child-care providers and the families that they serve, if 
providers follow all emergency protocols identified by the state.  

✓ The District assures that during Phase 1, 2, or 3 of the Michigan Safe Start Plan it will 
suspend athletics, after-school activities, inter-school activities, and busing. 

✓ The District assures that during Phase 1, 2, or 3 of the Michigan Safe Start Plan it will 
provide for the continued pay of school employees while redeploying staff to provide 
meaningful work in the context of the Preparedness Plan, subject to any applicable 
requirements of a collective bargaining agreement. 

✓ The District assures that in Phases 1, 2, or 3 of the Michigan Safe Start Plan it will 
provide for the continuation of food distribution to eligible students. 

✓ The District assures that during Phase 4 of the Michigan Safe Start Plan it will prohibit 
indoor assemblies that bring together students from more than one classroom. 

✓ The District assures cooperation with the local public health department if a confirmed 
case of COVID-19 is identified, and agrees to collect the contact information for any 
close contacts of the affected individual from two days before he or she showed 
symptoms to the time when he or she was last present in school. 
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Preparedness Plan 
Every district must develop and adopt a COVID-19 Preparedness and Response Plan (“Preparedness 
Plan”) that is informed by Michigan’s 2020-21 Return to School Roadmap (“Return to School Roadmap”) 
from the COVID-19 Task Force on Education and Return to School Advisory Council.  

In accordance with Executive Order 2020-142 a plan must include all the following parts: 

A. The policies and procedures that the District will follow when the region in which the district is 
located is in Phase 1, 2, or 3 of the Michigan Safe Start Plan.  

1. Describe how the district will offer alternative modes of instruction other than in-person 
instruction and a summary of materials each student and the student’s parents or 
guardians will need to meaningfully access the alternative modes of instruction included 
in the Preparedness Plan. If the Preparedness Plan relies on electronic instruction, the 
Preparedness Plan must consider how the district will aid students who lack access to 
computers or to the internet. This is also in the Continuity of Learning and COVID-19 
Response Plan submitted in April.  You may want to update and link to this plan in your 
response below. 

Kalamazoo Public Schools (KPS) is dedicated to ensuring the safety of all students and staff. 
This is the highest priority in planning.  KPS will offer choices to families for student learning. 
Communication will continue to implement the plan and continue through the 2020-2021. This 
will include information on the KPS Website, language translations, robocalls, and school 
contacts.  
 
Based on multiple factors, the district will offer two learning model options for the 2020-2021 
school year. The factors include nine stakeholder input sessions from staff, parents, union 
leadership, and the community; staff, student, and parent surveys; consultation with the local 
health department; KPS Continuity of Learning Plan from spring 2020, and communication to 
the district via emails, texts, and conversations. Option 1 is the KPS Three Tier/Trimester 
Model of Learning is based on 1.) remote learning, 2.)  hybrid in-person two days with 
asynchronous and synchronous lessons, and 3.) in-person all five days. It is clear the 
possibility exists for the three tiers to be needed in this upcoming school year. Option 2 is two 
virtual year long learning opportunities. Option 2a is the Kalamazoo Public Schools Virtual 
Learning Path (KVLP) and Option 2b is the Kalamazoo Virtual and Learning Collaborative 
(KVIC).   
 
Option 1 is the KPS Three Tier/Trimester Model. The district will start Tier/Trimester I using 
remote learning for all PreK-12 grade students. This model will be used at this time as well as 
any time the region (Kalamazoo County) is in Phase 4 as well as any time the region is in 
Phases 1, 2, and 3. All elementary students will move to a trimester schedule to match the 
secondary students and keep times consistent for families. Students will have the opportunity 
to collect materials and resources at the beginning of the school year as well as meet their 
teacher(s). The first trimester runs from August 31, 2020 to November 24, 2020.  
 
Chromebooks were distributed to all students in need during the spring of 2020. Any new 
students will be provided the opportunity to have a Chromebook loaned to them. The district 
worked with community agencies (The Kalamazoo Promise, the City of Kalamazoo 
Excellence Foundation, the Kalamazoo Public Library, and the Kalamazoo Foundation) to 
provide hotspot devices for Internet access to students in need. Surveys were conducted with 
the assistance of teachers to determine which students need the devices. The Kalamazoo 
Public Library will distribute the hotspots on loan through the OneCard system already in 
existence with KPS for other reading and resource materials at the library. Additional support 
will come from established community agencies (Communities In School, KydNet, Kalamazoo 

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/whitmer/MI_Safe_Schools_Roadmap_FINAL_695392_7.pdf
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Regional Educational Service Agency, and Western Michigan University). 
 
The goal is to provide multiple orientation sessions for students, staff, and families prior to the 
start of the school as well as during the school year. Several community agencies have 
offered to assist with parent and student support such as Goodwill Industries, Gryphon Place, 
SLD Center, and local tutoring support. Expectations for students and parents will be shared 
as this will be different than in the spring of 2020. There will be a full load of classes for all 
students with the expectation that students are engaged for feedback, grades, and academic 
progress. Attendance will be taken for auditing purposes with the expectation of two-way 
communication at least weekly in each class.  
 
The district will focus on social emotional learning to address the needs of students for the 
first 90 days of returning to school. This includes training for teachers to provide support 
whenever in contact with students as well as how to reach out to students who are having 
challenges to be connected. Additional staff will provide support for those students with 
greater needs. Ongoing social emotional support will continue throughout the 2020-2021 
school year through a planned time period called “Student Centered Support” built in weekly. 
 
Teachers will provide synchronous and asynchronous support to students in remote learning 
with the KPS curriculum.  Lessons will focus on standards developed based on data and 
teacher input. There will be set office hours for students and parents to use on a weekly basis. 
In addition to this support, small group instruction, review, and assistance will be provided 
weekly for those students needing more. The goal is to keep students engaged, on-track, and 
interactive with their learning. This will also be done through peer group encouragement, 
project-based activities, and differentiated instruction. Google Classroom and Google Meet 
will continue to be used as in the spring. Correspondence may also include emails, texts, or 
home connections. Supplemental supports will include Lexia, DreamBox, Power UP, and 
other online tools.  
 
During remote learning, students will be divided into diverse groups to allow for smaller class 
size online. There will be “A” and “B” days with two days of synchronous lessons and two 
days of small group support and asynchronous lessons. The “C” day will provide the Student 
Centered Support and additional support from the teachers for students who need it. This 
model is being developed to prepare students for the hybrid model in the second tier. The 
district will continue to work with the local health department in preparation for Tier II.  
 
An Equity Cohort Model is being developed by the district to address the needs of students 
with special education services, 504 plans, English As a Second Language services, 
Individual Reading Improvement Plans, and other support services. This model focuses on 
providing additional support outside of the instructional time period to help those students who 
have academic, social emotional, and/or behavioral needs. Time is built into the schedule for 
the support of the students with the greatest needs. The district is working with community 
partners to be included with the support. Students with Individual Education Plans (IEPs) or 
504 Plans that require in-person instruction will be subject to review through the IEP/504 
process and IEP/504 teams. If in-person instruction is part of the IEP plan, Section 504 plan, 
or implemented for any other student associated with an equity cohort, at a minimum the 
safety protocols for in-person instruction will be subject to the safety protocols that will apply 
to the Tier/Trimester II hybrid model. 
  
During the second trimester, if the Kalamazoo region is in Phase 4 or 5, the district will 
transition to a hybrid model of learning which is Trimester II. The second trimester is 
November 30, 2020 to March 12, 2021. This model brings students into the classrooms for 
“in-person” instruction for two days a week with half the number of students in the class (A 
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days). The other half of the students (B days) work on asynchronous lessons during this time 
then come on two other days of the week. On Wednesdays (C day), students are provided 
“Student Centered Support” and additional online services. The design of this model keeps a 
diverse group of students together to adhere to social distance guidelines to the greatest 
extent possible.  
 
This set up allows for smaller class sizes for academic and social emotional support. Teacher 
contact time with students will be maximized. It allows for student familiarity with each other 
and the teacher so if the state would need to revert back to Phases 1, 2 or 3, the district would 
need to revert to remote learning maintaining continuity from the first trimester.  
 
Students will be encouraged to form peer groups to engage in discussions, collaborative 
projects, and support. The expectation is all students carry a full load of classes and engage 
in learning every day. The KPS curriculum will be used with supplemental supports and Equity 
Model supports as in remote learning during the first trimester.   
 
With some noted exceptions, KPS COVID-19 Return to School Roadmap (“Roadmap”) 
required and strongly recommended safety protocols will be followed for transportation and in-
person learning. This includes sanitizers on the bus and in classrooms, social distancing to 
the greatest extent possible, handwashing time schedules, limited adults in the building, 
limited adults with students during the day, eating in the classrooms, staggered schedules for 
use of hallways and bathrooms. Individual student desks will be used to the greatest extent 
possible with plastic barriers used where needed. Desks/tables will face one direction toward 
the front of the classroom.  
 
Family members and other guests will not be allowed in the school building except under 
extenuating circumstances as determined by district and school officials. Signage will indicate 
social distancing with floor tape or other markers where lines will be formed. Signs will be 
posted on the doors of restrooms to indicate proper social distancing and hand hygiene 
techniques. Adult visitors entering the building will be screened for symptoms, wear a facial 
covering, and use the hand sanitizer prior to entering. Records will be kept including the date, 
time, and response to questions about symptoms.  
 
For classrooms that have windows that open, the windows will be open as much as possible, 
weather permitting. Specials (art, music, and physical education) will be brought to the 
classroom as much as possible. In Tier/Trimester II, students will be divided into two groups 
per class to have less students in at one time. The groups will come into school two days a 
week and have asynchronous and virtual synchronous lessons on the other days. Efforts will 
be made to keep students six feet apart in hallways. Staggered movement in hallways will be 
used to minimize large gatherings. Physical education will be held outside and social 
distancing will be practiced when possible. Traffic flows will be directed one way as much as 
possible. If not possible, then hallways will be divided with either side following the same 
direction. Entrances and exits will be kept separate to keep traffic moving in a single direction.  
 
Further details for Tier/Trimester II will continue to be developed during Tier/Trimester I with a 
due date of October 9, 2020. This will allow for time if any changes come from the Governor 
Whitmer’s Executive Order which continues until September 30, 2020.  
 
The district will move to in-person school five days a week for Tier III/Trimester III as long as 
the Kalamazoo region is in Phase 6. There will be a transition period from the end of the 
second trimester to prepare students for five full days of learning. Transportation will be set up 
accordingly. The third trimester will be March 15, 2021 through June 11, 2021. KPS COVID-
19 safety protocols will continue with the use of hand sanitizers, frequent hand washing, and 
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any suggested protocols provided by the local health department. If the State of Michigan is in 
Phases 4 or 5, KPS would remain in the hybrid model for the last trimester.  
 
The District recognizes from the various sources of feedback, that there are parents who 
would like their children educated virtually for the entire 2020-2021 school year. There are 
students with medical issues, special needs, or parental choice who would like this option. 
The district will have two choices for year-long virtual learning.  
 
Option 2 contains two virtual, year long models. One option (2a) for year-long virtual 
education is the KPS Virtual Learning Path (VLP). The KPS VLP option uses GradPoint for 
high school students and Calvert Learning for students in grades K-8. Virtual learning is self-
directed and self-paced by students. Regular online connection is needed with support from 
the parents. A KPS teacher will touch base weekly students to maintain two-way 
communication and provide support.  The second year-long online option (2b) is the 
Kalamazoo Virtual and Innovative Collaborative (KVIC). Michigan Virtual will be used for 
students in grades 6 through 12. Lincoln Learning will be used for K-5 students. This is a 
collaborative pilot virtual option through Kalamazoo Regional Education Service Agency 
(KRESA) and a cooperative agreement. Independent learning is critical in this model with 
weekly check-ins. 
 
The district will provide written information on both the KPS  Tier/Trimester Model of Learning 
and the year-long virtual options for parents to decide. Informational sessions have been 
provided by the superintendent in seven virtual sessions from  August 4 through August 12, 
2020. Parents will be provided a form to complete as to whether they would like the KPS 
Tier/Trimester Model of Learning or year-long virtual learning. Students in the KPS 
Tier/Trimester Model will be assigned to their “home” schools as they would any other school 
year. The process for enrollment will be the same only the educational services will start 
remotely moving through the phases as designated above. Parents selecting the year-long 
virtual option will be assigned to a designated administrator who will contact the parents to 
explain further the two year-long virtual options (KPS VLP or KVIC). Parents will be expected 
to make their choice of KPS Three Tier Model of Learning or year-long virtual learning by 
August 14.  Students will be placed in the KPS Three Tier Model of Learning if no selection is 
made by this date. Students new to the district after August 14 will be placed in Option 1.  
 

 

B. The policies and procedures that the District will follow when the region in which the District is 
located is in Phase 4 of the Michigan Safe Start Plan.  Those policies and procedures must, at a 
minimum, include:   

1. Face coverings (p. 22) 
a. Please describe how the district will implement requirements for facial coverings that 

at a minimum require the wearing of face coverings, except during meals and unless 
face coverings cannot be medically tolerated, for:  

i) All staff and all students in grades preK-12 when on a school bus.  
ii) All staff and all students in grades preK-12 when in indoor hallways and 

common areas.  
iii) All staff when in classrooms.  
iv) All students in grades 6 and up when in classrooms.  
v) All students in grades kindergarten through grade 5 unless students remain 

with their classes throughout the school day and do not come into close 
contact with students in another class. 
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The District will adopt all the Roadmap required and strongly recommended protocols for 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE). The Safety and Logistics committee developed the 
following guidelines for recommendation: 

1. Facial coverings must always be worn by staff except for meals. Facial coverings may 
be homemade (washed daily) or disposable level-one (basic) grade surgical masks 
that are disposed of at the end of each day. Any staff member who cannot medically 
tolerate a facial covering will not be required to wear one. Any staff member who is 
incapacitated or unable to remove the facial covering without assistance, must not 
wear a facial covering. PreK-5 and special education teachers should consider 
wearing clear masks.  

2. Facial coverings must be worn by PreK-12 students, staff, and bus drivers during 
school transportation. Any staff or student that is unable to medically tolerate a facial 
covering will not be required to wear one. Any staff or student that is incapacitated or 
unable to remove the facial covering wihtout assistance, must not wear one. 

3. Facial coverings must always be worn in hallways and common areas by PreK-12 
students in the building except for during meals.  

4. Facial coverings must be worn in classrooms by all students in grades 6-12.  
5. All students in grades K-5 must wear facial coverings unless students remain with their 

classes throughout the school day and do not come into close contact with students in 
another class. 

6. Facial coverings should be considered for K-5 students and students with special 
needs in classrooms, PreK students and students with special needs in hallways and 
common areas.  

7. Facial coverings should be considered for PreK students and students with special 
needs in hallways and common areas. Facial coverings are not recommended for use 
in classrooms by children ages 3 and 4. Facial coverings should never be used on 
children under age 2.  

The district will provide expectations in written form to parents and students about wearing 
face coverings and how to obtain clean face coverings. This includes all parent 
communications, handbooks, student/parent orientations, and staff orientations.  Signage will 
be prominent throughout all school facilities and clearly identify who is required to wear face 
coverings in each designated area of the building, grounds, and bus. Disposable coverings 
will be provided to students, staff and visitors on an as needed basis. Clear face coverings will 
be provided to PreK-5 teachers. Any other teacher at any grade level may also request a clear 
face covering, if they choose to do so. Staff members will be expected to follow the guidelines. 
Staff with a medical exemption will need to provide documentation and engage in an 
interactive process with the District to consider possible alternatives or accommodations.  
Exempted students will be recorded in eSchool. In instances of uncertainty about individuals 
not wearing face coverings, these matters will be relayed to the building administrator for 
review and decisive action. Students who have medical conditions that present them from 
wearing a facial covering will be processed through Section 504 and/or IEP procedures. PreK-
5 students will not be required to wear a face covering once they are situated in the 
classroom, unless the classroom activity places them in close proximity (2 feet or less) to 
other students. Guests to the school building (presenters, substitute teachers, etc.) will be 
issued a disposable face covering upon signing in at the main office and will be instructed to 
wear the face covering at all times. Face coverings will be required in the KPS Administration 
Building, West Main Professional Development Center, CEC, and all other KPS facilities 
unless an individual is in an office alone and the door is shut. The face covering must be worn 
in all areas including common areas, restrooms, copy rooms, and other rooms.  

 

2. Hygiene 
Please describe how you will implement the requirements for hygiene protocols  
from the Return to School Roadmap (p. 22-23). 
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Kalamazoo Public Schools is committed to ensuring all staff and students adhere to the 
hygiene protocols set forth by the Return to School Roadmap required and strongly 
recommended areas.  There will be adequate soap, hand sanitizer, paper towels, tissue and 
hand washing instructions will be posted in all restrooms and classrooms.  Students and 
teachers will have scheduled handwashing with soap and water every three hours.  
 
With the support of our district nurses, we will teach and reinforce proper hand washing skills 
to our students and educate all stakeholders through regular communication and instruction.   
KPS facilities personnel will have a schedule to monitor and refill soap and hand sanitizer 
throughout the day as well as our teachers will have a schedule to ensure students wash 
hands every 3 hours. 
 
Student sharing of personal items and supplies, such as writing utensils will be restricted. 
Student materials will be maintained in individual tubs or cubicles at the elementary level and 
in lockers or backpacks at the secondary level to eliminate the sharing of materials, 
technology, and utensils. Classroom materials will be limited to small groups and disinfected 
between use. Teachers will have Clorox or other sanitizing wipes in each classroom to ensure 
that any small group areas and materials are immediately wiped down as necessary. Portable 
hand sanitizing stations will be set up throughout the school buildings.   

 

3. Cleaning 
Please describe how you will implement the cleaning requirements for cleaning 
protocols from the Return to School Roadmap (p. 27). 

The Safety and Logistics committee developed guidelines in this area with the following 
recommendations: 

1. Frequently touched surfaces including light switches, doors, benches, and bathrooms 
must undergo cleaning at least every four hours with either an EPA-approved 
disinfectant or diluted bleach solution if there are students in-person for educational 
services.  

2. Libraries, computer labs, arts, and other hands-on classrooms must undergo cleaning 
after every class period with either an EPA-approved disinfectant or diluted bleach solution.  

3. Student desks must be wiped down with either an EPA-approved disinfectant or diluted bleach 
solution after every class period. 

4. Playground structures must continue to undergo normal routine clearing, but use an EPA-
approved disinfectant.  

5. Safe and correct use of cleaning/disinfectant products is necessary. This includes ensuring 
safety and secure locations with adequate ventilation of the products away from children. 

6. Staff must wear gloves, surgical masks, and face shields when performing all cleaning 
activities.  

 
Implementation recommendations include meeting with building administrators and facilities to 
review all guidance related to cleaning and disinfecting. An inventory of cleaning supplies will 
be maintained in compliance with EPA-approved COVID-19 materials. All classrooms will be 
provided spray bottles with EPA-approved disinfectant or diluted bleach solution, paper 
towels, face shields, and gloves in order to address cleaning protocols. Designated staff must 
wear gloves, a mask, and a face shield when cleaning. Students will not be allowed access to 
the cleaning solutions.  
 
Each building custodial team and administrator will tour their building and identify areas of 
frequent use throughout the building. A map will be created and kept secure in the head 
custodian’s room/office to ensure compliance when custodial substitutes are in the building. 
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Custodial staff will walk the building wiping all high frequency usage areas throughout the day 
and following any evening activities in the building. Staff will note the time, date, and initial on 
a chart that is kept daily. Classroom teachers will wipe down the students’ desks every time 
students exit the room at the elementary level or after every period at the secondary level with 
EPA-approved disinfectant or diluted bleach solution. Locked storage units with ventilation for 
cleaning materials will be available for all staff as needed. All classrooms will have the 
appropriate EPA-approved disinfectant or diluted bleach solution in their rooms.  

 

4. Spacing, Movement and Access 
 
The District will adopt all required and strongly recommended protocols for Spacing, Movement 
and Access as detailed on page 23 of the Roadmap, except for 1.)There may be a few 
classrooms where six feet spacing is not possible; 2.) It is not possible to restrict a cohort of 
students to isolated hallways or areas that can be monitored; and 3.) It is not possible to have 
staff monitor arrival and dismissal to discourage congregating and ensure students go straight 
from the vehicle to their classrooms and vice-versa. Other ahtn these expectations, the District 
will adopt the following protocols for spacing:    

1. Wherever possible, space desks six feet apart in classrooms.  Class sizes should be 
kept to the level afforded by necessary spacing requirements. 

2. In classrooms where large tables are utilized, space students are as far apart as 
feasible. 

3. As feasible, arrange all desks facing the same direction toward the front of the 
classroom, maintaining six feet of spacing between teachers and students as much as 
possible. 

4. Teachers should maintain six feet of spacing between themselves and students as much 
as possible. 

5. Family members or other guests are not allowed in the school building except under 
extenuating circumstances determined by district and school officials. 

6. Post signage to indicate proper social distancing. 
7. Floor tape or other markers should be used at six-foot intervals where line formation is 

anticipated. 
8. Provide social distancing floor/seating markings in waiting and reception areas. 
9. Post signs on the doors of restrooms to indicate proper social distancing and hand 

hygiene techniques. 
10.  Adult guests entering the building should be screened for symptoms, wear a facial 

covering, and wash/sanitize hands prior to entering.  Strict records, including date and 
time, should be kept of non-school employees or other visitors entering and exiting the 
building. 

The District will adopt the following recommended protocols for Spacing, Movement and Access 
as detailed on pages 23-24 of the Roadmap:  

1. For classrooms that have windows that can be opened, they will be open as much as 
possible, weather permitting. 

2. To the extent feasible, special instruction like art, music and library will be brought to the 
classrooms.  

3. While in the Tier/Trimester II hybrid model, the District proposes to divide students into 
two different cohorts who will alternatively receive two days instruction per week.  

4. Efforts will be made to keep six feet distance between persons in the hallways.  
5. The District will consider staggered movements at incremental intervals to minimize the 

number of persons in the hallways.  
6. Where possible, physical education will be held outside and social distancing of six feet 

will be practiced.  
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7. Traffic flows will be directed in only one direction if possible.  If not possible, hallways will 
be divided with either side following the same direction. 

8. Entrances and exits will be kept separate to keep traffic moving in a single direction.   

 
 

5. Athletics 
Please describe how you will implement the requirements for athletics protocols from 
the Return to School Roadmap (p. 27). 

The district will comply with all guidance as set forth by the MHSAA and the NFHS.  The 
athletic directors regularly receive e-mail communication from the MHSAA. They also initiate 
communication with MHSAA officials to gain clarity when needed. The athletic directors within 
the school district meet at least monthly and they also meet with other athletic directors within 
the conference.  MHSAA guidelines are regularly discussed and reviewed. 
 
Restrooms and hand sanitizers will be available to everyone to properly adhere to the 
handwashing hygiene protocols.  Prior to any event, A COVID-19 screening form will be used 
for all student-athletes, coaches, and volunteers prior to any event.  Student-athletes and staff 
who are experiencing symptoms of illness must remain home as well as those who have been 
exposed to others who are carrying the virus. Equipment will be disinfected before and after 
usage.  Athletic coaches will monitor this with the student-athletes. 
 
The district will make every effort to avoid KPS transportation for scrimmages in sports other 
than football.  KPS transportation will be provided for athletic competitions once the season 
begins.  When KPS transportation is provided, all coaches, student-athletes, and the driver 
will wear facial coverings. Hand sanitizer has been installed on KPS buses. 
 
Spectators will not be permitted to stay on the school property to watch practices or 
scrimmages during Phases 4 and 5.  A limited number of spectators will be permitted to 
attend athletic contests.  Spectators will be required to wear facial covering and remain at 
least six feet apart for social distancing at all times.  There will be a single entrance and exit 
for athletic contests.  Spectators must remain six feet apart when standing in line.  The district 
is exploring a model of pre-sale tickets in advance or an electronic ticket to avoid people 
having to stand in line purchase tickets at the door. 
 
Student-athletes must clearly mark their water bottles or sports drink.  Sharing will be strictly 
prohibited and will be monitored by the athletic coaches.Handshakes, fistbumps, and other 
unnecessary contact may not occur.The indoor athletic weight room activities have been 
suspended indefinitely.  At some point, the district may explore using some weight room 
equipment outdoors. 
 
Large scale indoor spectator events have been suspended.  The district will follow MHSAA 
guidance for spectators attending indoor athletic competitions including but not limited to 
volleyball, basketball, competitive cheer, bowling, hockey, wrestling, and swimming. 
 
Large scale outdoor spectator or stadium events will be limited to 100 people and people not 
part of the same household must maintain six feet of distance from one another.  The district 
is working with opposing teams and the athletic conference to determine the best way for this 
to work for football.  In most cases, two varsity teams, athletic coaches, and referees will 
surpass 100 people without permitting one spectator to enter.  The district is working with 
MHSAA officials to be able to livestream some athletic contests. 
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                     6.  Screening 
Please describe how you will implement the requirements for screening protocols from 
the Return to School Roadmap (p. 24). 

Kalamazoo Public Schools has a long-standing, collaborative relationship with the local health 
department.  The district will abide by all required, strongly recommended and recommended 
aspects of the Return to School Roadmap for screening.  Every school building will have a 
designated quarantine area and a staff member to monitor should students become ill during 
the school day.  All staff in this space will be required to have an appropriate mask on while in 
this space.  Students who become ill with symptoms will be sent to the quarantined area until 
they can be picked up. With the support of parents/guardians, staff and students will need to 
monitor their temperatures daily and should someone be sent home, the student will need to 
test negative for COVID-19 or have completely recovered from COVID-19 before returning to 
school as determined by a physician. Staff or students with fevers over 100.4 or greater, 
and/or exhibiting any respiratory or gastrointestinal symptoms will need to stay home. Staff 
will conduct daily self-examinations, including a temperature check, prior to coming to work. 
The District will develop a form (paper or electronic) to assist with employee screening. 
Families will be encouraged to check their child’s temperature at home every morning using 
oral, tympanic, or temporal scanners. The district will rely on the support and guidance of the 
local health department on this matter. Each school building and program will maintain a 
record of student and staff screening.  

 

                     7. Testing 
Please describe how you will implement the requirements for testing protocols from the 
Return to School Roadmap  (p. 25). 

The district has a long-standing relationship with the local health department. KPS staff 
continue to work with the health department during the COVID-19 pandemic for planning the 
return to school. Students who develop a fever or become ill with COVID-19 symptoms at 
school will be given a mask to wear (if able) and parents contacted right away to be 
transported by their parent/guardian, emergency contact, or ambulance, if clinically unstable, 
for off-site testing. The district has three full-time nurses to assist with any questions or 
concerns. Staff who develop a fever or become ill with COVID-19 symptoms at school must 
wear a mask and be transported for off-site testing. Symptomatic students and staff sent 
home from school must stay home until they have tested negative for COVID-19, or have 
been released from isolation according to CDC guidelines.  
 
The district will adopt all Roadmap required and strongly recommended protocols for 
responding to individuals who test positive including staff and students. The local health 
department will be contacted for identification and guidance. Confidentiality will be maintained 
regarding possible cases of COVID-19 that are consistent with the Americans with Disabilities 
Act and other federal and state privacy laws. The local health department will initiate contact 
tracing, following regular public health practice. Anyone in close contact with the case (less 
than six feet apart for 15+minutes) will be asked to self-quarantine for up to 14 days after 
exposure. The district will stay in contact with the local health department and assist with 
collecting data and contact information for those exposed. Staff will be trained in 
confidentiality laws and statutes to protect student and staff health information. Student 
communicable disease related information is protected health information; even if a 
family/student acknowledges and publicly discloses a positive test, school staff and officials 
must not participate in discussions or acknowledge a positive test.  
 
Employees with a confirmed case of COVID-19 will return to work when they are no longer 
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infectious. Local health officials will provide instruction about returning to work, using the most 
current guidelines from the CDC for this determination. Cleaning staff will wear a surgical 
mask, gloves, and a face shield when performing cleaning of these areas. If possible, smaller 
areas such as individual classrooms will be closed for 24 hours before cleaning to minimize 
the risk of any airborne particles. For employees who test positive for COVID-19 or must 
quarantine because of a COVID-19 related issue, the District will not deduct any paid sick 
days for the first 10 business days that the employee is eligible for benefits under the 
Emergency Paid Sick Leave Act (ESPLA). After exhausting any paid sick leave under the 
EPSLA, employees can utilize their paid sick days and family medical leave and leave of 
absence provisions contained in their collective bargaining agreements.  
 

 

 

 

7. Busing and Student Transportation 
Please describe how you will implement the requirements for busing and student 
transportation protocols from the Return to School Roadmap (p. 28). 

The district will follow Roadmap COVID-19 protocols for busing and student transportation. 
Facial coverings must always be worn by staff except for meals. Family members or other 
guests will not be allowed in the school building or bus except under extenuating 
circumstances determined by the district and school officials.  
 
Hand sanitizers have been installed on all buses. Drivers will receive written guidelines for 
reminding students to utilize   
 
Students arriving on buses will have a separate entrance from students arriving in parent cars 
or walkers. At arrival time, bus drivers will dismiss students from the bus and staff members 
will supervise entry into the building. Dismissal will happen as quickly as possible and 
staggered from the time families and walkers are dismissing to minimize the number of 
persons walking together.  

 

C. Describe the policies and procedures that the district will follow when the region in which 
the district is located is in Phase 5 of the Michigan Safe Start Plan. 

If in Phase 4 or Phase 5, the district will start the school year in Tier I with remote learning. 
The district will move to Tier II which is the hybrid model the second trimester if in Phase 4, 
Phase 5, or Phase 6.  The second trimester is November 28, 2020 to March 12, 2021. All 
safety protocols that apply to Phase 4 will apply in Phase 5 during the Tier/Trimester III. If in 
Phase 6 of Tier/Trimester III, then the district will move to all in-person classes. In Phase 6, 
the District will follow the Roadmap’s recommendations for hygiene and responding to positive 
tests among staff and students.  A second option is available for families who want their 
children to have virtual learning all year long as long as they start the school year virtually. 
Changes can be made in Option 2b at the second semester break only.  
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1. Indicate which highly recommended protocols from the Return to School Roadmap the district 
will include in its Preparedness Plan when the region in which the district is located is in Phase 5 
of the Michigan Safe Start Plan.  

The district will include the strongly recommended protocols from the Roadmap except for 
what is listed next in #2. This is the case for Phase 4 and Phase 5.  

 

2. Indicate which highly recommended protocols from the Return to School Roadmap the district 
will not include in its Preparedness Plan when the region in which the district is located is in 
Phase 5 of the Michigan Safe Start Plan.  

The district will include the strongly recommended protocols from the Return to School 
Roadmap except for 1.) there may be a few classrooms where six feet spacing is not possible; 
2.) it is not possible to restrict a cohort of students to isolated hallways or areas that can be 
monitored; and 3.) it is not possible to have staff monitor arrival and dismissal to discourage 
congregating and ensuring student students go straight from the vehicle to their classrooms.  

 

D. After considering all the protocols that are highly recommended in the Return to School 
Roadmap, please indicate if a school plans to exclude protocols that are highly recommended for 
any of the categories above in Phase 4. 
 

(No) 
 

Final Steps for Submission 
Each district shall submit a single completed Assurance Document and Preparedness 
Plan to its Board of Education (in the case of a PSA, the Academy Board of Directors; in 
the case of a nonpublic school, the chief or designated school administrator ) in time for 
approval by August 15 or seven days before the first day of school, whichever comes 
first.  
 
Date of Approval by the District Board of Education, PSA Board of Directors, or 
nonpublic school chief/designated school administrator: 
 
Link to the Board Meeting Minutes or Signature of Board President, or signature 
of nonpublic school chief/designated school administrator:  

Link to the approved Plan posted on the District/PSA/nonpublic school website: 

The Preparedness Plan will be collected by the Intermediate School District for public 
school districts, the authorizing body for public school academies, or the 
chief/designated school administrator for nonpublic schools for transmission to the State 
Superintendent of Public Instruction and State Treasurer by August 17, 2020. 
Additionally, this Preparedness Plan must be posted on the district’s/PSA’s, or 
nonpublic school’s public website home page no later than August 17, 2020.  
 
Name of District/PSA/Nonpublic Leader Submitting Plan:  
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Date Received by the ISD/Authorizing Body/Chief or designated School 
Administrator:  

Date Submitted to State Superintendent and State Treasurer: 



  IX.C. 

KALAMAZOO PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
Office of the Superintendent 

 
TO:  Board of Trustees 
 
FROM: Dr. Rita Raichoudhuri, Superintendent 
 
DATE:  August 13, 2020 
 
SUBJECT: COVID-19 Course Recommendations  
 
RECOMMENDATION: It is recommended that the board approve all Kalamazoo Public 

School (KPS) courses taught in person as virtual courses when 
needed in the school year. It is further recommended that the board 
approve the accompanying courses from Calvert Learning, 
GradPoint, Lincoln Learning, and Michigan Virtual Learning.  

 
RATIONALE: As part of the MI Safe Schools: Michigan’s 2020-21 Return to  
 School Roadmap, the district is offering two choices for student 

learning. The first choice is the Three Tier/Trimester Model of 
Learning with remote/virtual learning the first trimester and any 
time the State of Michigan would be in Phases 1, 2, or 3. The 
second choice is a two-part option of virtual learning all year long. 
Option 2a is the KPS Virtual Learning Path (KVLP) with Calvert 
Learning  for kindergarten through eighth graders and GradPoint 
for ninth through twelve graders. Option 2b is the Kalamazoo 
Virtual and Collaborative Learning (KVIC) with Lincoln Learning 
for kindergarten through fifth graders and Michigan Virtual 
Learning for sixth through twelve graders.  

 



2020-2021
Kalamazoo Public Schools

Kalamazoo Virtual 
Learning Path

XXXAdminXXX
XXXAssistantXXX
XXXAddressXXX
XXXPhoneXXX

Kept Exclusively at 
Kalamazoo Public Schools

Bulletin 
of Courses

www.kalamazoopublicschools.com



Office of the Superintendent
1220 Howard Street

Kalamazoo, Michigan 49008
(269) 337-0123 * Fax (269) 337-0149

TDD (269) 337-0152
www.kalamazoopublicschools.com

e-mail: raichoudhurira@kalamazoopublicschools.net 

Dear Students and Families,

Welcome to the 2020-2021 school year in virtual learning! This school year 
will be new for students, staff, and families as we expand ways to learn. You 
have selected one of the two year-long virtual learning options.   Option 2a is 
the Kalamazoo Public Schools Virtual Learning Path (KVLP). Option 2b is 
the Kalamazoo Virtual and Innovative Collaborative (KVIC).           

Option 2a uses Calvert Learning platform for K-8 students. GradPoint is used 
for 9-12 students. Option 2b uses Lincoln Learning for K-5 students and 
Michigan Virtual for 6-12 students. Virtual learning requires students to 
organize their own time and learn at your own pace. There will be standards 
set for pacing, but you and your family need to set up schedules, check 
points, and records to track your work. It is important that you set aside each 
day to complete the work. Be sure to have a quiet space in your home where 
there are little distractions.

This year, you will be assigned a teacher to assist you in the virtual learning 
world. The teacher will be your point of contact for which you must have 
two-way communication on a weekly basis. The teacher will also establish 
office hours so you can ask questions or touch base. A family orientation 
session will be available to start the school year. 

There will be more rigor from the spring of 2020. Your schedule will be a full 
schedule with four core content subjects and one/two specials or electives. It 
is important to start early.

Sincerely,

Dr. Rita Raichoudhuri
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Expectations for Success in Virtual Learning

Middle & High School  Expectations:
           Student Expectations

● Work independently 
● Regularly attend and participate in the 

lessons 
● Enroll in courses sequentially if taking the 

course for the first time or prescriptive if 
taking the course for the second time

● Check in via email or Google Meet 
● Ask questions during office hours or e-mails 
● Keep the teacher aware of your pace
● Enroll in one course per class period per 

trimester
● Commit to 100% virtual for a minimum one 

trimester
● Check in virtually, electronically, or by phone 

with the guidance counselor
● Follow the KPS Student Code of Conduct 

behavior expectations

            Parent Expectations
● Monitor your child’s progress
● Communicate regularly with your child’s 

teacher about their progress
● Help your student when or if they need 

assistance
● Monitor your child’s pacing and progress
● Ensure your child has daily contact with their 

teacher(s)
● Ensure there has been regular contact with 

their counselor in the school. 
● Support the KPS Student Code of Conduct

Elementary Expectations:
Student Expectations

● Be an independent learner 
● Attending virtual classes.
● Completing my assignments and homework.
● Engaging and participating in the learning 

process.
● Be a good digital citizen.
● Following the KPS Student Code of Conduct 

behavior expectations

Parent Expectations
● Attend face-to-face or virtual orientation with 

my child’s teacher about the virtual learning 
program.

● Communicate at a minimum of one time per 
week with my child’s teacher or staff 
member.

● Encourage my child to complete his/her 
schoolwork.

● Help my child to log on to virtual sessions.
● Create a learning environment in the home.
● Communicate with my child’s teacher when 

my child is unable to attend a session.
● Spend at least three to five hours each 

instructional day with my child.
● Support the KPS Student Code of Conduct



KPS VIRTUAL HIGH SCHOOL
                                          COURSE BULLETIN

2020-2021

NOTE: The following graduation requirements were adopted by the Kalamazoo Public Schools’ 
Board of Education and meet the Michigan Merit Curriculum (MMC). The requirements are 
subject to review and may change at the discretion of the Board. Any such changes would 
follow a phase-in process. In addition to the Board-approved graduation requirements, students 
may need to meet additional requirements specific to their school. Your counselor can advise
you of specific requirements for graduation.

Class of 2020 - 2021
Required Subjects # of Credits
English  4
Mathematics  4
Science  3
Social Studies  4
Physical Education  .5
Health  .5
Visual, Performing and Applied Arts  1
College Readiness  .5
Computer Applications  .5
World Language  2

Enrollment/Grade Classification

Ninth Grade: Students who enter high school from one of our middle schools are expected 
to have passed all eighth grade courses.

Minimum number of credits needed for classification as:
Sophomore Grade 10 5.5
Junior Grade 11 13.0
Senior Grade 12 18.5
Minimum number of credits required to graduate: 26.0

Within the minimum number of credits required in subject areas are specific course 
requirements as listed on page.

Graduation Requirements



Electives  6-10

Earning/Making up Required Credits
Students are required to pass all core academic courses. Students who fail a course (required for graduation) will 
have to make up the course either during the regular school day, GradPoint, or through alternative means 
(summer school or an approved
KVCC course), and will have to pay the appropriate tuition and fees.

Additional Requirements for Graduation:

Michigan Merit Exam (MME)
20-Hr. Online Experience
(Met in College Readiness course)
All 11th grade students must take all components of the MME as a requirement for graduation from the Kalamazoo 
Public Schools. MME comprises the SAT with Essay, WorkKeys, and M-Step Science and Social Studies (online).

Required Credits and Courses

Online Experience
Met by participating in KPS Virtual High School. 

Physical Education
Students must earn one-half (0.5) credit of physical education to meet the MMC requirements
and graduate from KPS.

Health Opportunities - PE - 0.5 Credits

Science
Students are required to earn three (3.0) science credits to meet the graduation requirement. Included in the three 
credits are the following required courses:

Biology - 1.0 Credits

And one of the following:
Chemistry - 1.0 credits, Honors Chemistry - 1.0 credits, Environmental Science - 1.0 credits, Forensic Science - 
1.0 credits or Physics - 1.0 credits.

And one additional science credit: 
Earth Science - 1.0 credits 



KVLP Course Options
Grade Level Core Course Offerings Via Calvert 

Learning by Edmentum Platform
Elective Course Offerings Via Calvert Learning 

by Edmentum Platform

K-2
(Click for 
Descriptions)

English Language Arts
Science 
Social Studies 
Math

Elementary Health (Grades K-1) 
Elementary PE (Grades K-2)
Art and Picture Study (Grade 2)

3-5
(Click for 
Descriptions)

English Language Arts
Science 
Social Studies 
Math

Elementary PE (Grades 3-5) 
Art and Picture Study (Grade 3-5) 

6-8
(Click for 
Descriptions)

English Language Arts 6A/B, 7A/B, 
8A/B
Science 6A/B, 7A/B, 8A/B
Social Studies, 6A/B, 7A/B, 8A/B
Math 6A/B, 7A/B, 8A/B (Algebra 
GradPoint)

Fitness Basics 1 
Fitness Basics 2
Middle School Health 
Middle School Career Explorations
Photography: Drawing and Light
*Spanish/French/Journalism  by request

Grade Level Course Offerings GradPoint Platform
(CLICK HERE FOR DESCRIPTIONS)

9-12 Statistics US History

Algebra 1 World History

Algebra 2 Government 

Precalculus Economics

Geometry Physics

Fitness Lifestyle Forensic Science

Health Health Science

Music Appreciation Chemistry

Personal Fitness Astronomy

Creative Writing Physical Science

English 1-4 Environmental Science

Digital Photography  Biology

Health Safety and Nutrition Earth Science 

Geography

https://calvertlearning.com/curriculum/elementary-school
https://calvertlearning.com/curriculum/elementary-school
https://calvertlearning.com/curriculum/elementary-school
https://calvertlearning.com/curriculum/elementary-school
https://calvertlearning.com/curriculum/middle-school
https://calvertlearning.com/curriculum/middle-school
https://drive.google.com/file/d/10rA2hzJgeAxSjWnP2VF7lyl9Zxgpy7wG/view?usp=sharing


KVLP Elementary Course Descriptions
Grade Level Core Course Offerings Via Calvert 

Learning by Edmentum Platform
Description

K English Language Arts Kindergartners learn to print and use their new 
skill to write about animals, their community, and 
create a book about weather. Children read 
engaging texts that introduce phonics skills and 
develop critical thinking.

K Math The focus is on counting up to 100, addition, 
subtraction, measuring, and shapes. Students 
engage in projects like making a number book to 
teach younger students, and measuring and 
weighing an item to ship it to a family in need. 
Students write in the colorful Math in Focus 
workbook and learn how to access 
grade-appropriate digital interactives.

K Science Students observe patterns in the natural world to 
answer scientific questions, construct arguments 
with evidence to support claims, develop and use 
models, and communicate solutions to provide 
detail about scientific ideas. They learn about 
weather and create a weather forecast.

K Social Studies The Social Studies curriculum introduces 
America’s historical figures, symbols, and holidays. 
Students learn about globes and maps by making 
their very own treasure map. Kids are introduced 
to jobs and money and learn how to write a 
resumé that highlights their special talents.

K Physical Education Students are introduced to the concepts of 
personal safety, healthy behaviors, nutrition, 
communication, disease prevention, basic 
anatomy, and physiology.

K Health Lessons help young learners establish a basic 
understanding of health and fitness.



KVLP Elementary Course Descriptions
Grade Level Core Course Offerings Via Calvert 

Learning by Edmentum Platform
Description

1 English Language Arts Students gain independence in reading, learn 
more sight words, and become more adept at 
distinguishing vowel sounds. They write a 
narrative about their favorite day and create a 
persuasive poster about their favorite treat.

1 Math Students continue learning addition and 
subtraction—now with two digit numbers. They 
explore measurement, charts, graphs, time, 
money, and solid shapes. Students learn concepts 
by creating a 3D cake design.

1 Science First graders investigate, analyze and interpret 
data, construct explanations and design solutions 
to demonstrate grade-level proficiency. Students 
learn to predict movement pattern of objects in 
the sky and then compare the sky where they live 
to that of students around the world.

1 Social Studies This course introduces beginning economics and 
good citizenship. By interviewing a family 
member, students come to understand how our 
country has changed over time. They learn about 
the many uses of maps by making a “Personal 
Atlas to My Life.”

1 Physical Education In this digital format course, young learners focus 
on ways to be more active. Topics of study include 
exercise safety, nutrition, and the values of 
cooperation and teamwork. Students learn 
age-appropriate motor, non-locomotor, and 
manipulative skills.

1 Health In this digital format course, first graders develop 
a basic understanding of the aspects of health. 
Topics of study include personal safety, nutrition, 
communication, disease prevention, basic 
anatomy, and physiology.



KVLP Elementary Course Descriptions
Grade Level Core Course Offerings Via Calvert 

Learning by Edmentum Platform
Description

2 English Language Arts Grade 2 students add more sight words and increase 
fluency by studying additional vowel sounds, blends, and 
suffixes. Learners use their skills when interviewing a 
community leader and then writing a biography about him 
or her.

2 Math Second graders study 3-digit numbers, addition and 
subtraction to 1000, mental Math, data collection, money, 
time, and shapes. Engaging projects include conducting a 
plant growth experiment and organizing a fundraising 
event.

2 Science Second graders identify and perform guided 
investigations about the properties of matter to create a 
matter scavenger hunt and use engineering principles to 
design a solution to prevent or slow natural erosive 
processes that changes the shape of the land.

2 Social Studies Students study Native Americans and how the United 
States transitioned to a land of immigrants. Students will 
also learn about the U.S. government, economics and 
trade concepts. Learning is made fun by creating a travel 
guide of favorite places and making a plan to earn and 
save money.

2 Physical Education Physical Education focuses on how to become more fit 
and healthy. In this online course, children learn about 
warm-up and cool down, water safety, goal setting, 
nutrition, muscle strength, and flexibility, and are required 
to participate in regular physical activity.

2 Art and Picture Study This online course explores drawing techniques, 
perspective, and color theory and includes the discussion 
and analysis of famous works of art.



KVLP Elementary Course Descriptions
Grade Level Core Course Offerings Via Calvert 

Learning by Edmentum Platform
Description

3 English Language Arts Students read cross-curricular texts to increase subject 
knowledge and practice complex phonics concepts. They 
write daily and compose an advertisement about an 
extreme place to live.

3 Math Lessons employ active digital resources such as a digital 
place-value chart, used with base-ten blocks to model 
addition and subtraction, and a digital beam balance to 
practice mental math and estimation. Students learn 
about angles and lines, polygons, and area and perimeter 
by designing a wildlife sanctuary.

3 Science Virtual labs provide an opportunity for students to 
practice gathering evidence and defending their claims. 
The Grade 3 curriculum weaves S.T.E.M. skills into lessons 
to spark a child’s curiosity about these fields. Students 
learn about plant and animal reproduction, inheritance, 
and life cycles by devising a plan to save the bee 
population.

3 Social Studies This year, students develop ideas for helping their 
communities and starting their own business. 
Project-based learning helps students grasp the concepts 
of economics. Students learn about civics by developing 
and implementing a community service project.

3 Physical Education In this online course, children learn about warm-up and 
cool down, water safety, goal setting, nutrition, muscle 
strength and flexibility and are required to participate in 
regular physical activity.

3 Art and Picture Study In this online course, budding artists learn drawing skills 
using lines, light sources, and motion while discussing and 
analyzing famous works of art.



KVLP Elementary Course Descriptions
Grade Level Core Course Offerings Via Calvert 

Learning by Edmentum Platform
Description

4 English Language Arts A shift toward explanatory/argumentative writing is 
marked by an increase in non-fiction reading. Students 
conduct research for an op-ed and then create an 
investigative journalism report for a news show.

4 Math Math dives deeper into addition, subtraction, 
multiplication, and division of whole numbers, fractions, 
data, and graphing; measuring angles and symmetry, and 
calculating perimeter and area of square and rectangles. 
Students build a travel itinerary, budget for a trip, and use 
geometry to design a dream neighborhood.

4 Science Students apply their knowledge of natural earth 
processes to generate and compare solutions to 
determine the impacts of renewable and nonrenewable 
resources. Students employ the engineering design 
process to design, test, and refine a device to stay safe 
during a collision.

4 Social Studies This year’s focus is on the geography and history of early 
North America, the Age of Exploration, Colonial America, 
the American Revolution, and westward expansion up 
until the Civil War. Students create virtual museum 
exhibits to showcase the history of their state.

4 Physical Education In this online course, students learn age-appropriate 
motor, non-locomotor, and manipulative skills, and are 
required to participate in regular physical activity.

4 Art and Picture Study In this online course, students explore drawing skills such 
as perspective and color theory. Picture study includes 
the discussion and analysis of famous works of art.



KVLP Elementary Course Descriptions
Grade Level Core Course Offerings Via Calvert 

Learning by Edmentum Platform
Description

5 English Language Arts Students prepare for the rigor of Middle School by 
studying complex sentence structure and reading 
challenging non-fiction. They write their own sci-fi 
narrative and choose a topic for an opinion piece about 
issues that impact their community.

5 Math Math introduces students to multiplying two-digit 
numbers by two digit numbers, practicing long division 
with and without remainders, adding subtracting, and 
multiplying unlike fractions and mixed numbers, working 
with decimals, graphing on a coordinate plane, and 
calculating the volume of solid figures.

5 Science Students carry out investigations, design solutions, and 
generate fact-based opinions using observation and data 
analysis. This year, learners develop a plan to decrease air 
pollution.

5 Social Studies This year’s focus is on our nation’s growth after the Civil 
War—through World War I, World War II, and the Cold 
War and into the Modern Era. Students create interactive 
virtual exhibits to show their state’s history.

5 Physical Education In this online course, students are required to participate 
in regular physical activities. The focus is on warm-up and 
cool down, water safety, goal setting, nutrition, muscle 
strength, and flexibility.

5 Art and Picture Study In this online course, 5th grade artists explore contour, 
naturalism, and linear perspectives. In addition, students 
study paintings from ancient Egypt through the modern 
art movement.



KVLP Middle School Course Descriptions
Grade Level Core Course Offerings Via Calvert 

Learning by Edmentum Platform
Description

6 English Language Arts Texts from different genres and periods are 
introduced. After reading Bud, Not Buddy, students 
reflect on their life experiences and write their own 
set of rules to live by. They will also study editorials 
and how they convey opinions, culminating in writing 
not only their own editorial, but also an opposing 
editorial. This exercise introduces them to the art of 
creating a sound argument.

6 Math Students draw on problem-solving skills and prior 
knowledge to develop an understanding of numbers 
and operations, compare numbers with percents and 
ratios, write and evaluate algebraic expressions, 
study the area of triangles and other polygons, and 
summarize data distributions. Students learn by 
planning an event where they must create a menu, 
determine quantities based on the number of 
attendees, and then calculate pay rate, sales tax, and 
gratuity.

6 Science In Grade 6, the focus is on Earth Sciences. Students 
study the nature of Science, measurement, data 
collection and analysis, and engineering design 
principles as a foundation for conducting scientific 
investigations. Earth Science topics such as 
astronomy, geology, oceanography, and meteorology 
are explored through inquiry-based learning and 
STEM activities that encourage scientific thought.

6 Social Studies This course is in development and will match KPS Social 
Studies curriculum for 6th grade students.

6 Art and Art History In this online course, students study Egyptian line 
drawing, soft-dough sculpture, relief sculpture and 
symmetry. Lessons are coordinated with Art History 
– in which students learn about the sculpture of 
ancient times all the way through the present.

6 Middle School Health Beginning with properly defining health, this online 
course then builds upon basic health practices to 
emphasize the importance of balance. Attention is 
given to each of the six dimensions of wellness: 
physical, intellectual, emotional, spiritual, social, and 
environmental. Students are encouraged to reflect 
upon their own personal wellness each week.



KVLP Middle School Course Descriptions
Grade Level Core Course Offerings Via Calvert 

Learning by Edmentum Platform
Description

7 English Language Arts Projects emphasize gathering information from texts and 
conducting research to form opinions which students 
present through a variety of methods. Learners increase 
their skills by interpreting the ubiquitous information 
available in our digital age and presenting their analysis 
through digital means. They are tasked with creating a 
presentation to the leaders of world nations regarding 
human colonization of space and writing an art critique by 
taking virtual tours of the world’s most famous museums.

7 Math Students develop a strong conceptual understanding of 
Math skills and concepts. They draw on problem-solving 
skills and prior knowledge to simplify and solve algebraic 
expressions, approximate probability and relative 
frequency, and construct different geometric figures. 
Students learn to identify the plane shapes, and then use 
those skills to assemble a three-dimensional object.

7 Science Engaging in virtual labs and diverse instructional 
materials creates a rich learning experience. Grade 7 
students explore Life Science through inquiry and 
scientific thought. Topics include cell function, processes 
of plants, animal behavior, the systems of the human 
body, and ecology.

7 Social Studies This course is in development and will match KPS Social 
Studies curriculum for 7th grade students.

7 Art and Art History In this online course, students apply concepts from Art 
History, incorporating what they have learned about 
trilithons and step pyramids, to design various buildings 
and structures.

7 Fitness Basics 1 In this online course, students will gain a basic 
understanding of fitness and nutrition. In this online 
course, they will learn about exercise technique and 
proper posture, warm up and cool down. Students 
conduct fitness assessments, set goals, develop their own 
fitness program, and participate in weekly physical 
activity.



KVLP Middle School Course Descriptions
Grade Level Core Course Offerings Via Calvert 

Learning by Edmentum Platform
Description

8 English Language Arts Students increase ownership of their reading growth by 
forming opinions through research and tackling social 
issues. Students research rites of passage in cultures 
throughout the world and compose an article in which 
they use journalism techniques to illuminate various rites. 
After reading Elie Wiesel’s Nobel-Peace-Prize-winning 
book, Night, students will research a current global issue 
and write a speech modeled after Wiesel’s Nobel 
acceptance speech, calling the audience to action.

8 Math Students draw on problem-solving skills and prior 
knowledge to develop a deep understanding of algebraic 
equations through data analysis and statistical 
applications and through an exploration of functions 
including graphing linear equations. Students will also 
learn about exponential and scientific notation, the 
Pythagorean Theorem, and how to apply geometric 
transformations. Learners are challenged to use 
equations to compare fitness center membership options.

8 Science Grade 8 students use prerequisite knowledge of Physical 
Science to deepen their understanding of topics such as 
the properties of matter, chemical bonding and reactions, 
motion, forces, energy, and the properties of sound and 
light waves. Virtual labs and digital simulations create an 
engaging experience for Middle School learners.

8 Social Studies This course is in development and will match KPS Social 
Studies curriculum for 8th grade students.

8 Middle School Career Explorations In this online course, students explore career options in 
many different fields including business, health science, 
public administration, the arts, and information 
technology.

8 Fitness Basics 2 This online course provides students with a basic 
understanding of the importance of staying active 
throughout their lifetime. Students will learn about 
exercise safety, team and individual sports, nutrition and 
myths and misperceptions about nutrition and drugs.



KVLP High School Course Descriptions
Grade Level Core Course Offerings Via GradPoint 

Platform
Description

9-12 Statistics This course addresses descriptive statistics topics including 
frequency distributions, histograms, graphs, and measures 
of center and spread. Probability topics include addition 
rules, multiplication rules, conditional probabilities, 
counting rules, binomial distribution, and normal 
distribution. Inferential statistics topics include estimates 
for population measures, hypothesis testing, correlation, 
goodness-of-fit, and statistical process control.

9-12 Algebra 1 This course covers such key concepts as variables, function 
patterns, graphs, operations with rational numbers, and 
properties of rational numbers. Students solve linear 
equations and inequalities, study slope, and graph linear 
functions. This course also covers exponents, polynomials, 
and factoring. It also helps students study quadratic 
equations and functions, radical expressions and equations, 
rational expressions and functions, and counting methods.

9-12 Algebra 2 In this course, students solve equations, inequalities, 
systems and problems using matrices, inverse matrices, 
matrix operations, and determinants. Students also learn 
about different functions and are introduced to the 
imaginary number i and find complex solutions
to equations. This course also introduces exponential and
logarithmic functions, conic sections, probability, statistics, 
sequences, and series.

9-12 Precalculus This course presents students with a formal study of 
functions, an analysis of sequences and series, counting 
principles, the binomial theorem, and probability. Students 
will use technology to employ multiple approaches to 
problem solving and data modeling. This course also 
includes topics on trigonometry, parametric curves, the 
polar coordinate system, and complex numbers in polar 
form. Students will solve problems using the Laws of Sines 
and Cosines and will also analyze vectors and conics, study 
systems of equations and matrices, and solve systems using 
matrices. Limits and
continuity are introduced.

9-12 Geometry This course addresses basic skills in geometry including
reasoning, developing proofs, identifying geometric figures, 
and constructing figures. This course also teaches students 
about the properties of right triangles and trigonometric 
ratios, transformations of plane figures, and the parts of a 
circle and their properties. Additionally, students will 
develop and apply formulas for area, surface area, and 
volume of two- and three-dimensional figures.



KVLP High School Course Descriptions
Grade Level Core Course Offerings Via GradPoint 

Platform
Description

9-12 Fitness Lifestyle In this course, students will learn healthy habits of body and
mind that will lead to a healthier lifestyle. They will measure
their beginning fitness level and nutrition knowledge, 
creating an individual plan for achieving their goals.

9-12 Health In this course, students will experience the many benefits of
regular physical activity, proper nutrition, and sound 
decision making. Students will assess their current physical 
condition and define personal goals. Students will apply 
fitness training principles, enhancing improvement in health 
and skill-related areas of fitness.

9-12 Music Appreciation Music is part of everyday lives and reflects the spirit of
our human condition. To know and understand music, we
distinguish and identify cultures on local and global levels.
This course will provide students with an aesthetic and
historical perspective of music, covering a variety of styles 
and developments from the Middle Ages through the 21st 
century. Students will acquire basic knowledge and listening 
skills, making future music experiences more informed
and satisfying.

9-12 Personal Fitness Students will start by assessing their physical condition. 
They will keep a workout log to measure progress. In 
addition, they will have a great personal trainer (their 
teacher) who will help them set realistic goals.

9-12 Digital Photography  Have you ever wondered how photographers take such 
great pictures? Have you tried to take photographs and 
wondered why they didn’t seem to capture that moment 
that you saw with your eyes? The Digital Photography I 
course focuses on the basics of photography, including 
building an understanding of aperture, shutter speed, 
lighting, and composition. Students will be introduced to the 
history of photography and basic camera functions. 
Students will use the basic techniques of composition
and camera functions to build a portfolio of images, 
capturing people, landscapes, close-ups, and action 
photographs.

9-12 Health Safety and Nutrition Students learn about the physical and psychological needs 
of children, from birth to age eight, and how to meet these 
needs in group settings. Topics include wellness of young 
children, standards, guidelines and national initiatives, 
children’s nutritional needs, safe and healthy environments, 
emergency response, child abuse and neglect, educational 
experiences, and partnering with families.



KVLP High School Course Descriptions
Grade Level Core Course Offerings Via GradPoint 

Platform
Description

9-12 Creative Writing For many hundreds of years, literature has been one of the 
most important human art forms. It allows us to give voice 
to our emotions, create imaginary worlds, express ideas,
and escape the confines of material reality. Through 
creative writing, we can come to understand ourselves and 
our world a little bit better. This course provides students 
with a solid grounding in the writing process, from finding 
inspiration to building a basic story to using complicated 
literary techniques and creating strange, hybrid forms of 
poetic prose and prose poetry. By the end of this course, 
students will learn how to discover their creative thoughts 
and turn those ideas into fully realized pieces of creative 
writing.

9-12 English 1 The lessons, projects and writing activities offered in this
course cover grammar, punctuation, word usage and 
spelling. In addition, students will learn vocabulary, reading 
strategies, and literary elements, devices and techniques. 
The course also covers communication skills, such as giving 
speeches, using visual aids, and communicating in the 
workplace, as well as writing and revising using MLA style 
guidelines. 

9-12 English 2 The lessons, projects, and writing activities cover grammar;
punctuation; word usage; spelling; vocabulary; reading
comprehension; literary elements, devices, and techniques;
communications, such as giving speeches, using visual aids, 
and workplace communications; and writing and revising. 
Students learn about drafting narratives, essays, and 
research reports, including using MLA style guidelines. 

9-12 English 3 The lessons, projects, and writing activities include reading 
and analyzing selections of American literature for literary 
elements, devices, and structure; practicing writing 
narratives, exposition, persuasion, and research; practicing 
communication skills, such as giving speeches, using visual 
aids, and communicating in the workplace; and instruction 
in grammar, punctuation, usage, and mechanics. 

9-12 English 4 The lessons, projects and writing activities in this course 
cover grammar, punctuation, word usage, spelling and 
vocabulary. Students will also learn communication skills, 
academic and workplace skills, reading strategies, study 
skills and modes of reasoning. Finally, the course will cover 
literary devices, forms, styles, techniques, and influences, as 
well as the writing process and different types of writing, 
such as narrative, exposition and research. 



KVLP High School Course Descriptions
Grade Level Core Course Offerings Via GradPoint 

Platform
Description

9-12 Geography This course addresses key concepts of physical and human
geography and presents information about the United 
States, Canada, Latin America, Western Europe, Central 
Europe, Northern Eurasia, Central and Southwest Asia, 
Africa, South Asia, East Asia, the Pacific world, and 
Antarctica.

9-12 US History This course contains lessons addressing historical periods 
from the American Revolution to globalization and the 21st 
century. The lessons address key concepts, important 
historical figures, and significant events to help students 
gain an understanding of the political, economic, military 
and social structures of the early years of the United States 
through its emergence as a global superpower.

9-12 World History This course contains lessons addressing historical periods
from prehistory through globalization in the 21st century.
The objectives of the lessons are directly aligned to current
standards. Each multimedia lesson is designed to teach the
major concepts for each historical period through text, 
visual aids, activities and assessments.

Government This course covers the foundations of American 
government, political behavior, and the three branches of 
the federal government. 



KVLP High School Course Descriptions
Grade Level Core Course Offerings Via GradPoint 

Platform
Description

9-12 Physics This course addresses concepts of mechanics, wave 
behavior, thermodynamics, Newton’s laws of motion, 
thermal properties of matter, and thermodynamic systems. 
This course also contains lessons on electricity, magnetism, 
optics, the interactions among electric charges, properties 
of electric and magnetic fields and forces, and the 
characteristics of electromagnetic waves. Some of the basic 
concepts of quantum physics are presented as well. An 
understanding of algebra and trigonometry is required.

9-12 Forensic Science Fingerprints. Blood spatter. DNA analysis. The world of law
enforcement is increasingly making use of techniques and
knowledge from the sciences to better understand the 
crimes that are committed and to catch those individuals 
responsible. Forensic science applies scientific knowledge 
to the criminal justice system. This course focuses on some 
of the techniques and practices used by forensic scientists 
during a crime scene investigation (CSI). Starting with how 
clues and data are recorded and preserved, the student will 
follow evidence trails until the CSI goes to trial, examining 
how various elements of the crime scene are analyzed and 
processed.

9-12 Health Science Will we ever find a cure for cancer? What treatments are 
best for conditions like diabetes and asthma? How are 
illnesses like meningitis, tuberculosis, and the measles 
identified and diagnosed? Health sciences provide the 
answers to questions such as these. In this course, students 
will be introduced to the various disciplines within the 
health sciences, including toxicology, clinical medicine, and 
biotechnology. They will explore the importance of 
diagnostics and research in the identification and treatment 
of diseases. The course presents information and 
terminology for the health sciences and examines the 
contributions of different health science areas.

9-12 Chemistry This course addresses key concepts and processes, such as
states of matter, atomic theory, organization of the periodic
table, types of chemical bonds and reactions, the naming 
and formulas of chemicals, chemical reactions, and 
stoichiometry. The field of chemistry in relation to the 
scientific method is also explained. This course also 
addresses properties of solids, liquids, and gases, state 
changes, solutions, flow of energy, enthalpy, heat, entropy 
and free energy, rates of reactions, equilibrium, acid-base 
theories, oxidation and reduction, electromagnetic cells, 
functional groups, polymerization, biochemicals, and 
nuclear chemistry. The course explores concepts through 
lessons and lab videos.



KVLP High School Course Descriptions
Grade Level Core Course Offerings Via GradPoint 

Platform
Description

9-12 Physical Science This course addresses key chemistry concepts and 
processes such as properties and states of matter, atomic 
structure, organization of the periodic table, types of 
chemical bonds and reactions, solutions, carbon chemistry, 
and nuclear chemistry. This course also addresses key 
physics concepts and processes such as force and motion, 
work, power, machines, energy, optics, electricity, and 
magnetism. Concepts are explored through animations and 
videos and will assist students in advanced chemistry and 
physics courses.

9-12 Environmental Science This course presents relationships between organisms and 
how these relationships relate to the functioning of 
ecosystems. Students learn the key concepts and processes
of nutrient cycling, biomes, pollution, energy resources, and
habitat destruction. The course also covers ways to 
promote biodiversity and create a sustainable future.

9-12 Biology This course addresses key concepts and processes from
chemistry, cells, cellular respiration, photosynthesis, 
genetics, and DNA. The scientific method and foundational 
chemistry facts are presented to assist students in the study 
of biology. This course also addresses key concepts and 
processes of evolution, classification, ecology, and human 
anatomy. An overview of human body systems is also 
presented, as well as the defining structures of bacteria, 
protists, fungi, plants, and animals.

9-12 Earth Science This course addresses major concepts, such as the materials
which compose earth, the rock cycle and types of rocks, 
Earth’s resources, formation and movement of soil, glaciers, 
deserts, alluvial landscapes, earthquakes, volcanoes, plate 
tectonics, mountain building, and geologic time. This course 
also covers concepts such as the ocean floor, seafloor 
sediments, waves, tides and shoreline processes, 
characteristics of the atmosphere, precipitation, air 
pressure and wind, storms, climate, early astronomy, 
Earth-Moon-Sun interactions, and solar system. Laboratory 
concepts appear in videos, careers in Earth science are 
explored, and key scientists are called out through portraits 
and biographies.

9-12 Astronomy Students explore a broad range of astronomy topics, 
including the planetary system, stars, galaxies, and the 
universe. Students also learn about the scientific method 
and the evolution of scientific ideas.
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KVIC Course Options
Grade Level Course Offerings Via Lincoln Learning Platform

(CLICK HERE FOR DESCRIPTIONS)

K-5 English Language Arts K-5 Math K-5

Social Studies K-5 Science K-5

Art PE

Cursive Handwriting Music

Grade Level Course Offerings Michigan Virtual Platform - KVIC Teachers 
(CLICK HEREFOR DESCRIPTIONS)

6-8  Language Arts 6/7/8 A and B Math 6/7/8 A and B

Science 6/7/8 A and B Middle School U.S. History A and B

French Middle School World History A and B

Character Education Computer Basics (Google Suite)

 Leadership Skills Development A and B German

Spanish Introduction to Personal Finance Course 

Introduction to Entrepreneurship Course

9-12 Accounting A and B American Sign Language 1A, and 1B; 2A & 
2B

Advanced Journalism Anatomy and Physiology A and B

Advanced Programming: 
Mobile Apps

Anthropology (Introduction)

Advanced Web Design: 
JavaScript

AP Statistics (Sem 1 and Sem 2)

Algebra 1A and 1B Archaeology: Detectives of the Past

Algebra 2A and 2B AP Art History (Sem 1 and Sem 2)

American Literature A 
and B (English 11)

Astronomy

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1pDy-NLxGrZ973MKBrQVMfblo2dFWN0li/view?usp=sharing
https://michiganvirtual.org/courses/students/


KVIC Course Options
Grade Level Course Offerings Via Michigan Virtual  - KVIC Teachers - Continued

(CLICK HEREFOR DESCRIPTIONS)

9-12 Basic Web Design: HTML and CSS English 10A and 10B

Bioethics Entrepreneurship

Biology A and B Environmental Sci.  A and  B

British Literature A and B (English 12) Forensic Science

Business Ethics Foundations of Programming A and B

Careers - Find Your Future French 1A and 1B

Career Planning French 2A and 2B

Chemistry A and B Geometry A and B

Civics Health Education

Composition (Beginning) Health Education (Abstinence Only)

Composition (Advanced) Hospitality and Tourism: Traveling the Globe

Criminology Java Programming A and B

Digital Information Technology A:
IT Careers & Office.com

JavaScript Game Design

Digital Information Technology B:
Office.com & Intro to Web Design

Journalism (Introduction)

Digital Photography Leadership Skills Development

Earth Science A and B Mathematics in the Workplace

Economics Mathematics of Baseball

Employability Skills Mathematics of Personal Finance

English 9A and 9B Medical Terminology

https://michiganvirtual.org/courses/students/


KVIC Course Options
Grade Level Course Offerings Via Michigan Virtual  - KVIC Teachers - Continued

(CLICK HEREFOR DESCRIPTIONS)

9-12 Mythology and Folklore: Legendary Tales Study Skills

Native American History Trigonometry

Oceanography A and B U.S. History and Geography A and B

Personal Fitness Veterinary Science: The Care of Animals

Philosophy: The Big Picture Visual Art Comprehension I

Physical Science A and B World History and Geography A and B

Physics A and B World Literature

Pre-Calculus A and B World Religions: Exploring Diversity

Probability and Statistics

Procedural Programming

Psychology

Reading for College Success

Social Media

Sociology I and II

Spanish 1A and 1B

Spanish 2A and 2B

Spanish 3A and 3B

Spanish 4A and 4B

Sports and Entertainment Marketing

https://michiganvirtual.org/courses/students/


KVIC Course Options
Grade Level Course Offerings Via Michigan Virtual - Michigan Virtual Teachers

(CLICK HEREFOR DESCRIPTIONS)

9-12 AP English Lang.  & Composition (Sem 1&2) AP Chinese (Sem 1&2)

AP English Lit.  & Composition (Sem 1&2) AP French (Sem 1&2)

AP Calculus AB (Sem 1&2) AP Spanish (Sem 1&2)

AP Calculus BC (Sem 1&2) Calculus A&B

AP Biology (Sem 1&2) Chinese 1A&1B

AP Chemistry (Sem 1&2) Chinese 2A&2B

AP Computer Science A (Sem 1&2) Chinese 3A&3B

AP Computer Science Principles (Sem 1&2) Chinese 4A&4B

AP Environmental Science (Sem 1&2) Film Studies: American Film Survey

AP Physics 1(Sem 1&2) French 3A&3B

AP Physics 2 (Sem 1&2) German 1A&1B

AP Physics C (Sem 1&2) German 2A&2B

AP Human Geography (Sem 1&2) Guitar 1A&1B

AP Macroeconomics Guitar 2A&2B

AP Microeconomics Japanese 1A&1B

AP Psychology (Sem 1&2) Japanese 2A&2B

AP U.S. Government & Politics Latin 1A &1B

AP U.S. History (Sem 1&2) Latin 2A&2B

AP World History: Modern (Sem 1&2) Music Appreciation Odyssey

https://michiganvirtual.org/courses/students/


KVIC EFA (EDUCATION FOR THE ARTS) ONLINE 
OPTIONS FOR GRADES 9-12

Grade Level Course Offerings Via Michigan Virtual - Michigan Virtual Teachers
(Click here for class descriptions)

9-12 Creative Writing Online Digital Studio Art

Advanced Creative Writing Digital Photo Art

Comics, Manga/Graphic Novel Art

https://www.kresa.org/cms/lib/MI01000312/Centricity/Domain/80/EFA%2020%2021%20Course%20Descriptions.pdf
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HIGH SCHOOL COURSES 9-12
High School courses may be selected as 
trimester or semester terms.

3COURSE CATALOG

= NCAA approved courses Click for Class Descriptions

 ■ Accounting A and B
 ■ Advanced Journalism
 ■ Advanced Programming: Mobile Apps
 ■ Advanced Web Design: JavaScript
 ■ Algebra 1A and 1B
 ■ Algebra 2A and 2B
 ■ American Literature A and B (English 11)
 ■ American Sign Language 1A and 1B
 ■ American Sign Language 2A and 2B
 ■ Anatomy and Physiology A and B
 ■ Anthropology (Introduction)
 ■ AP Statistics (Sem 1 and Sem 2)
 ■ Archaeology: Detectives of the Past
 ■ AP Art History (Sem 1 and Sem 2) 
 ■ Astronomy
 ■ Basic Web Design: HTML and CSS
 ■ Bioethics
 ■ Biology A and B
 ■ British Literature A and B (English 12)
 ■ Business Ethics
 ■ Careers - Find Your Future
 ■ Career Planning
 ■ Chemistry A and B
 ■ Civics
 ■ Composition (Beginning)
 ■ Composition (Advanced)
 ■ Criminology
 ■ Digital Information Technology A: 

IT Careers & Office.com
 ■ Digital Information Technology B: 

Office.com & Intro to Web Design
 ■ Digital Photography
 ■ Earth Science A and B
 ■ Economics
 ■ Employability Skills
 ■ English 9A and 9B
 ■ English 10A and 10B
 ■ Entrepreneurship
 ■ Environmental Sci.  A and B
 ■ Forensic Science
 ■ Foundations of Programming A and B
 ■ French 1A and 1B

 ■ French 2A and 2B
 ■ Geometry A and B
 ■ Health Education
 ■ Health Education (Abstinence Only)
 ■ Hospitality and Tourism: Traveling the Globe
 ■ Java Programming A and B
 ■ JavaScript Game Design
 ■ Journalism (Introduction)
 ■ Leadership Skills Development
 ■ Mathematics in the Workplace
 ■ Mathematics of Baseball
 ■ Mathematics of Personal Finance
 ■ Medical Terminology
 ■ Mythology and Folklore: Legendary Tales
 ■ Native American History
 ■ Oceanography A and B
 ■ Personal Fitness
 ■ Philosophy: The Big Picture
 ■ Physical Science A and B
 ■ Physics A and B
 ■ Pre-Calculus A and B
 ■ Probability and Statistics
 ■ Procedural Programming
 ■ Psychology
 ■ Reading for College Success
 ■ Social Media
 ■ Sociology I and II
 ■ Spanish 1A and 1B 

 ■ Spanish 2A and 2B 

 ■ Spanish 3A and 3B
 ■ Spanish 4A and 4B
 ■ Sports and Entertainment Marketing
 ■ Study Skills
 ■ Trigonometry
 ■ U.S. History and Geography A and B
 ■ Veterinary Science: The Care of Animals
 ■ Visual Art Comprehension I
 ■ World History and Geography A and B
 ■ World Literature
 ■ World Religions: Exploring Diversity

Online Instruction Provided By: 
Gull Lake Community Schools and/or KVIC Staff
Content Provided By: Michigan Virtual

https://michiganvirtual.org/courses/students/


MICHIGAN VIRTUAL OPTIONS FOR GRADES 9-12 
Online Instruction Provided By: Michigan Virtual
Content Provided By: Michigan Virtual

4COURSE CATALOG

= NCAA approved courses

 ■ AP English Language & Composition (Sem 1)
 ■ AP English Language & Composition (Sem 2)
 ■ AP English Literature & Composition (Sem 1) 
 ■ AP English Literature & Composition (Sem 2)
 ■ AP Calculus AB (Sem 1) 
 ■ AP Calculus AB (Sem 2)
 ■ AP Calculus BC (Sem 1) 
 ■ AP Calculus BC (Sem 2)
 ■ AP Biology (Sem 1) 
 ■ AP Biology (Sem 2) 
 ■ AP Chemistry (Sem 1) 
 ■ AP Chemistry (Sem 2) 
 ■ AP Computer Science A (Sem 1)
 ■ AP Computer Science A (Sem 2)
 ■ AP Computer Science Principles (Sem 1) 
 ■ AP Computer Science Principles (Sem 2)
 ■ AP Environmental Science (Sem 1)
 ■ AP Environmental Science (Sem 2) 
 ■ AP Physics 1(Sem 1)
 ■ AP Physics 1(Sem 2) 
 ■ AP Physics 2 (Sem 1) 
 ■ AP Physics 2 (Sem 2)
 ■ AP Physics C (Sem 1) 
 ■ AP Physics C (Sem 2)
 ■ AP Human Geography (Sem 1) 
 ■ AP Human Geography (Sem 2)
 ■ AP Macroeconomics 
 ■ AP Microeconomics 
 ■ AP Psychology (Sem 1) 
 ■ AP Psychology (Sem 2) 
 ■ AP U.S. Government & Politics 
 ■ AP U.S. History (Sem 1)
 ■ AP U.S. History (Sem 2) 
 ■ AP World History: Modern (Sem 1)
 ■ AP World History: Modern (Sem 2)
 ■ AP Chinese (Sem 1) 

 ■ AP Chinese (Sem 2)
 ■ AP French (Sem 1) 
 ■ AP French (Sem 2)* 
 ■ AP Spanish (Sem 1)* 
 ■ AP Spanish (Sem 2)* 
 ■ Calculus A 
 ■ Calculus B
 ■ Chinese 1A* 
 ■ Chinese 1B* 
 ■ Chinese 2A* 
 ■ Chinese 2B* 
 ■ Chinese 3A* 
 ■ Chinese 3B* 
 ■ Chinese 4A* 
 ■ Chinese 4B*
 ■ Film Studies: American Film Survey
 ■ French 3A* 
 ■ French 3B* 
 ■ German 1A* 
 ■ German 1B* 
 ■ German 2A* 
 ■ German 2B*
 ■ Guitar 1A 
 ■ Guitar 1B 
 ■ Guitar 2A 
 ■ Guitar 2B
 ■ Japanese 1A* 
 ■ Japanese 1B*
 ■ Japanese 2A* 
 ■ Japanese 2B* 
 ■ Latin 1A* 
 ■ Latin 1B* 
 ■ Latin 2A* 
 ■ Latin 2B*
 ■ Music Appreciation Odyssey



EFA (EDUCATION FOR THE ARTS) OPTIONS FOR GRADES 9-12 
Online Instruction Provided By: KRESA Education for the Arts
Content Provided By: KRESA Education for the Arts

5COURSE CATALOG

 ■ Creative Writing Online
 ■ Advanced Creative Writing
 ■ Comics, Manga/Graphic Novel Art

 ■ Digital Studio Art
 ■ Digital Photo Art

Click for Class Descriptions

https://www.kresa.org/cms/lib/MI01000312/Centricity/Domain/80/EFA%2020%2021%20Course%20Descriptions.pdf


 ■ Character Education
 ■ Computer Basics (Google Suite)
 ■ Language Arts  6/7/8  A and B
 ■ Leadership Skills Development A and B

 ■ Math 6/7/8  A and B
 ■ Middle School  U.S. History A and B
 ■ Middle School  World History A and B
 ■ Science 6/7/8 A and B

 ■ French 1A (Grades 6-8) 
 ■ French 1B (Grades 6-8) 
 ■ French 2A (Grades 6-8) 
 ■ French 2B (Grades 6-8)
 ■ German 1A (Grades 6-8) 

 ■ German 1B (Grades 6-8) 
 ■ Spanish 1A (Grades 6-8) 
 ■ Spanish 1B (Grades 6-8) 
 ■ Spanish 2A (Grades 6-8) 
 ■ Spanish 2B (Grades 6-8)

 ■ Introduction to Personal Finance Course  ■ Introduction to Entrepreneurship Course

MIDDLE SCHOOL COURSES 6-8

MICHIGAN VIRTUAL OPTIONS FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL

Online Instruction Provided By: Gull Lake Community Schools and/or KVIC Staff
Content Provided By: Michigan Virtual

Online Instruction Provided By: Michigan Virtual
Content Provided By: Michigan Virtual

CAREER AWARENESS AND EXPLORATION (CAE)
Online Instruction Provided By: KRESA CAE and/or Gull Lake Community Schools Staff
Content Provided By: KRESA

Click for Class Descriptions
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xHeqC1jlEh41UqyfZh9McL4940xIAd4Peas2Wy3NPn8/edit


LINCOLN LEARNING ELEMENTARY COURSES

 ■ English Language 
Arts K-5

 ■ Math K-5

 ■ Social Studies K-5
 ■ Science K-5
 ■ Music 

 ■ Art
 ■ PE 
 ■ Cursive Handwriting

CORE YEARLONG COURSES

English Language Arts K 
English Language Arts K encompasses reading, writing, speaking, spelling, and listening skills for 
students who are emerging learners. This course places a heavy emphasis on the alphabet, as students 
learn letter names and both uppercase and lowercase letters. Students also learn letter sounds and how 
to articulate and blend those sounds. English Language Arts K focuses on building reading skills through 
the use of high-frequency sight words, common prepositions, nouns, verbs, and adjectives. Through 
grade-level appropriate readings, students explore story elements and the ways in which pictures 
relate to text. They also learn to summarize a text and to compare and contrast characters, events, 
and ideas within texts. This course teaches foundational grammar and writing skills, including proper 
capitalization, spacing between words, and sentence punctuation. Students learn to print words and 
write complete sentences. Finally, interactive activities throughout the academic year help students 
develop their speaking and listening skills as well. This course includes a printed Parent and Teacher 
Guide that will help you support your student’s learning.
 
English Language Arts 1
English Language Arts 1 focuses on developing reading, writing, spelling, speaking, and listening skills. 
In this course, students begin to understand that spoken and written language can be broken into 
phonemes. They use rhyming, blending, and segmenting to develop the foundation needed to become 
an emergent reader. Students read prose, poetry, and informational texts for comprehension. They 
learn to interpret the ways in which stories and poems appeal to the senses and to identify the main 
topic and key ideas within texts. Students increase their vocabulary by learning to use morphemic and 
contextual analysis to determine the meaning of unknown words. Students learn to spell new words 
using various spelling rules. In English Language Arts 1, students hone their writing skills by practicing 
grammar rules for noun usage, personal possessive and indefinite pronouns, verb tenses, capitalization, 
commas, and end punctuation. In doing so, they learn to produce and expand sentences and to write 
opinion pieces, informational pieces, and narratives. This year, students begin learning how to research 
information and how to use their research to answer questions. They identify and use various parts of a 
book, such as headings and the table of contents. They also use digital tools to publish their writing. This 
course includes a printed Parent and Teacher Guide that will help you support your student’s learning.

English Language Arts 2
Reading, writing, spelling, speaking, and listening are the central concepts covered in Lincoln 
Empowered English Language Arts 2. This year, students begin to transition from learning to read to 
reading to learn. In this course, students continue to develop their phonemic awareness by learning 
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to recognize word families, word origins, and irregularly spelled words. They also begin to use linking 
words to connect opinions and reasons and temporal words to signal the order of events. While 
reading, students work to distinguish fact from opinion, decipher an author’s purpose, and identify 
the main topic of a multi-paragraph text. Students sample multiple genres of literature, including 
fiction, nonfiction, poetry, folk tales, and fables, while exploring story elements such as plot, setting, 
characterization, and the author’s point of view. They also learn to distinguish between the main idea 
and the theme of a story. Students develop their writing skills by composing narrative, argumentative, 
and informative essays, as well as creative writing pieces. Additionally, they practice their research 
skills by finding facts in multiple sources and using them to produce a report. Students use a dictionary 
to reinforce phonetic punctuation and spelling and to identify words with multiple meanings. This 
course includes a printed Parent and Teacher Guide that will help you support your student’s learning.

English Language Arts 3 
English Language Arts 3 focuses on expanding students’ reading, writing, spelling, speaking, and 
listening skills. In this course, students read more complex texts and write to express themselves with 
greater sophistication. They practice reading at a natural pace while using intonation and expression 
appropriately. While reading, they interpret texts in more complex ways, by identifying cause and 
effect, determining tone and mood, and distinguishing shades of meaning in figurative language. This 
course introduce students to new genres, including opinion pieces, biographies, and blogs, while they 
continue to work with narratives, fiction, and informational texts. An emphasis is placed on grammar, 
punctuation, and spelling as students explore the functions of nouns, pronouns, verbs, adjectives, 
and adverbs; categorize nouns; explain the differences between various verb tenses; write simple, 
complex, and compound sentences; and use capitalization, commas, and quotation marks correctly. 
They learn the spelling of words with various prefixes and suffixes; regular and irregular nouns, verbs, 
and adjectives; and contractions, compound words, homophones, and words with various vowel 
sounds. Students develop their speaking and listening skills by planning, writing, and delivering an 
oral presentation and by creating visual aids to accompany the presentation. English Language Arts 3 
also introduces students to new forms of writing, such as scripts, autobiographies, and outlines. They 
practice drafting and revising their writing through the development of journal entries, short stories, 
opinion pieces, and narratives. Students expand their research skills by learning to take notes while 
researching and to organize their notes into categories. They also gather information using both print 
and electronic sources. This course includes a printed Parent and Teacher Guide that will help you 
support your student’s learning.

English Language Arts 4
Students in English Language Arts 4 focus on expanding their reading, writing, spelling, speaking, and 
listening skills, with a heavy emphasis on solidifying their writing skills. They use narrative, descriptive, 
opinion, persuasive, and informative pieces to learn to state ideas, facts, and opinions clearly while 
correctly using introduction, body, and conclusion paragraphs. Students create a plan for writing, 
revise and edit their work, and improve their writing using feedback from an adult. Through their 
writing, they continue to master the conventions of English grammar, including quotations, relative 
pronouns, progressive verb tenses, modal auxiliaries, prepositional phrases, antecedents, coordinating 
conjunctions, compound sentences, capitalization, and punctuation, while avoiding sentence fragments 
and run-on sentences. They learn to spell words with a wide variety of prefixes and suffixes in 
addition to homophones, possessives, compound words, and words with silent letters. While reading, 
students identify, describe, and analyze story elements and compare and contrast these elements in 
stories, myths, and literature from various cultures. Students further develop their research skills by 
conducting short research projects, taking notes during research, and creating bibliographies. They 
develop more concrete speaking skills by creating and delivering presentations on various topics. In 
addition, students create audio recordings and visual aids to supplement their presentations. This 
course includes a printed Parent and Teacher Guide that will help you support your student’s learning.
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English Language Arts 5
In English Language Arts 5, students solidify their foundational skills in reading, writing, spelling, 
speaking, and listening. Students read a variety of texts this year, including fiction, nonfiction, and 
informational texts. They identify the author’s purpose in multiple forms of writing, such as descriptive, 
expository, technical, persuasive, and narrative passages. Through these texts, they learn to make 
inferences and analyze multiple accounts of the same event. They also identify, interpret, and compare 
similes, metaphors, and idioms used in writing and learn to draw a plot diagram and to identify common 
themes in literature. This year, students write a five-paragraph essay and an effective thesis statement. 
They follow the writing process to develop essays, create outlines to organize their ideas, and revise 
and improve their original draft. Students also write a persuasive letter, a speech, and a script. This 
course teaches and reinforces spelling rules, such as i before e, while also focusing on the spelling of 
words ending in a silent e, commonly misspelled words, and words with multiple syllables. Students 
sharpen their research skills by learning to use notecards for research, gathering information about 
the same topic from multiple sources, and understanding plagiarism and the importance of writing in 
their own words. They also practice citing sources by creating a bibliography. Students enhance their 
presentation skills by reporting on a text or topic, telling a story, retelling an experience, or presenting 
an opinion in an organized way while using facts and details to support the main idea. This course 
includes a printed Parent and Teacher Guide that will help you support your student’s learning. 

Math K 
In Mathematics K, students explore the world of mathematics all around them. Students begin to 
develop foundational mathematics skills such as number identification and recognition and rote 
counting to 100 by memory. They learn the difference between more than and less than and explore the 
ways in which numbers are broken down into various components. Students compare measurements, 
such as longer and shorter and heavier and lighter. They begin to develop problem-solving skills as 
they engage with simple addition and subtraction equations and word problems. Finally, students are 
introduced to basic geometry and learn the names and basic attributes of shapes. This course includes a 
printed Parent and Teacher Guide that will help you support your student’s learning.
 
Math 1 
In Mathematics 1, students begin to learn mathematics in a more formal way. They focus on rote 
counting to 120 and practice reading and writing these numbers. In addition to strengthening their 
addition and subtraction skills, they compare two-digit numbers based on place values and by using 
the comparison symbols for greater than, less than, or equal to. Students measure lengths and use 
measurements to compare the lengths of multiple objects. They strengthen their geometric skills by 
drawing two-dimensional and three-dimensional shapes and explore fractions by dividing those shapes 
into halves and quarters. Students also organize, represent, and interpret data in pictures, tables, and 
charts, and they tell and write times in hours and half hours. This course includes a printed Parent and 
Teacher Guide that will help you support your student’s learning.

Math 2 
In Mathematics 2, students begin to develop the skills to solve problems mentally and to explain 
how they solved a problem aloud or through writing. They count to 1,000 and identify even and odd 
numbers. Students discover multiple strategies for adding and subtracting numbers and determine 
which strategies work best for various problem types. They work with number lines and use them 
to represent whole numbers and their sums and differences. In this course, students expand their 
knowledge of place value to include thousands and use this concept to compare numbers. They use 
standard units of measurement to express the length of objects in inches, feet, centimeters, and meters. 
Mathematics 2 introduces digital and analog time and presents students with word problems involving 
money. In addition to learning monetary values, students also learn to use the dollar and cent symbols 
appropriately. Students also deepen their understanding of geometric shapes while exploring fractions 
by dividing shapes into halves, thirds, and fourths. They are introduced to new ways of representing 
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data, including line plots, picture graphs, and bar graphs. This course uses mathematics’ manipulatives 
to help students visualize problems in addition to a printed Parent and Teacher Guide that will help you 
support your student’s learning.

Math 3
Students in Mathematics 3 focus on multiplication and division, as this course aims to build strong 
foundational skills in these areas. Students explore the relationship between multiplication and 
division and practice using the order of operations to solve problems, including one- and two-step word 
problems. In addition to using place value to perform multidigit arithmetic, students round numbers 
to the nearest ten or hundred. They refine their mathematics skills in relation to money by making 
change using a combination of bills and coins. Mathematics 3 presents area and perimeter to students 
as they explore linear and area measurements. They also work with fractions as numbers in this course, 
representing them on number lines, generating equivalent fractions, and comparing fractions with the 
same numerator and denominator. Finally, students explore the ways in which various types of data can 
be displayed.

Math 4
In Mathematics 4, students refine their skills in the areas of place value, measurement, geometry, 
fractions, and decimals. They use the order of operations to solve problems with whole numbers up 
to 1 million, and they explore factors and multiples ranging from 1 to 100. Students use equations, 
arrays, and area models to explain multiplication calculations. They compare multidigit whole numbers, 
fractions, and decimals using the symbols for greater than, less than, and equal to. Students practice 
converting measurements, such as feet to inches, and they use their understanding of size to determine 
whether measurements are reasonable answers to problems. Mathematics 4 introduces students to 
the protractor, which they use to measure angles in whole number degrees. Students learn to identify 
right triangles, and they sketch angles, lines, segments, and rays. Students look closely at fractions 
and decimals in this course by writing equivalent fractions, ordering fractions from least to greatest, 
comparing fractions with different numerators and denominators, and writing fractions as decimals and 
vice versa.

Math 5 
Mathematics 5 focuses on developing students math skills and problem-solving strategies. Problems 
and activities are designed to get students reasoning abstractly and quantitatively, constructing 
arguments, and modeling with mathematics. Students add, subtract, and multiply fractions, divide 
fractions by whole numbers, and divide whole numbers by fractions. They perform multiple operations 
with decimals in addition to comparing, ordering, and rounding them. They use exponents to denote 
powers of 10. Students are introduced to volume and how to calculate it and classify two-dimensional 
shapes into categories. They also graph data on a plot line and the coordinate plane, using graphs to 
solve real-word and mathematical problems. 

Science K 
Science K is a course that introduces emerging learners to the knowledge and skills that help them 
discover and understand the natural world around them. Students learn to formulate questions, to 
predict, and to experiment. They use basic scientific tools, such as a magnifying glass, a balance scale, 
and a thermometer, to make observations and draw on those observations to identify causes and 
effects and communicate their findings. In so doing, students distinguish between factual statements 
and opinions. They deploy their observational skills to describe animals and plants, their behavior, and 
their environments, and they explore weather patterns and seasonal changes. Finally, students discover 
the characteristics of matter, including states of matter, (solid, liquid, gas) and force, including the 
difference between a push and a pull. 
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Science 1 
This class extends students’ exploration of the natural world. Along the way, they practice making 
predictions and observations, experimenting, and using scientific tools and problem-solving skills. 
Students investigate ecosystems and habitats, identifying the five basic needs of all living things, the 
importance of natural resources, and the interactions of human beings and the environment. They 
examine the agricultural system and its products and by-products. This course also introduces the 
water cycle and the Earth as a body in space. Students observe matter and describe its properties and 
states, and they discover the properties of light and sound. Study of force and motion enable them 
to define the terms and explain the effect of different amounts of force and also how moving objects 
stop. Finally, students develop their ability to distinguish fact from opinion and recognize the relation 
of cause and effect. This course includes a printed Parent and Teacher Guide that will help you support 
your student’s learning.

Science 2 
This class encourages students to make sense of the world around them by observing and 
experimenting. Through focused readings and hands-on activities, students explore matter, energy, and 
physical and chemical changes. They study interdependence in ecosystems, such as the role of bees in 
pollination and the use and conservation of natural resources. They look beyond food production to the 
broader purposes of agriculture and recognize the importance of local farms to human society. Students 
examine the water cycles including evaporation and condensation and the life cycles of such living 
things as frogs, butterflies, and plants. They research topics and formulate questions, make predictions, 
and then use scientific tools to observe and measure their experiments. By distinguishing fact from 
opinion and recognizing patterns and cause and effect, students develop the ability to make inferences 
and communicate their findings. This course includes a printed Parent and Teacher Guide that will help 
you support your student’s learning.

Science 3 
Science 3 guides students on an exploration of the natural world, its animals, its plants, and its terrain. 
They learn how clouds form, what causes the cycles of seasons and of day and night on Earth, and that 
light and sound are actually energy. Students examine the Earth’s eight major biomes and identify how 
adaptations help plants and animals to survive varying conditions. They become junior meteorologists, 
able to explain weather and climate and to use weather instruments and knowledge of patterns to 
observe and predict the weather. Students recognize the information fossils can provide about the 
Earth’s past and use geologic time scales to identify the eras when fossilized organisms lived. They 
explain how chemical reactions can change the properties of matter, and they investigate energy, 
magnetism, and electricity. Finally, students research topics and formulate questions, make predictions 
and observations, experiment and measure using scientific tools, and draw inferences and identify 
patterns based on their scientific inquiries. This course includes a printed Parent and Teacher Guide 
that will help you support your student’s learning.

Science 4 
Science 4 lays a foundation for future excellence in the STEM fields by introducing technology and 
engineering concepts, such as simple and complex machines and the steps of the engineering design 
process. This course encourages students to become innovative problem-solvers equipped with the 
skills and knowledge necessary to address twenty-first century issues. Students explore the technical 
and sometimes surprising facts behind the things they see and experience every day. They expand 
their knowledge and understanding of topics in the areas of physics, chemistry, Earth science, ecology, 
biology, and space science. Students investigate genetics and the physical characteristics of living 
things, ecosystems and extinction, agriculture and sustainable resources, and pollution and recycling. 
They get to know the Earth’s landforms and the types of rocks and soil, and extend their learning 
beyond the Earth to the solar system and the Milky Way. Finally, students encounter important 
concepts in physics, such as the types and properties of waves, and in chemistry, such as atoms, 
molecules, and the conservation of mass. This course includes a printed Parent and Teacher Guide that 
will help you support your student’s learning.
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Science 5 
Science 5 puts the emphasis on doing science. Students build their knowledge by crafting models, 
conducting experiments, creating terrariums, and making electromagnets. They learn about plant 
and animal cells and their functions, photosynthesis, and the roles of producers, consumers, and 
decomposers in an ecosystem. Students explore the global water cycle, the negative impacts of 
weather, and the relationship between weather and climate. They deepen their understanding of their 
home planet by investigating landforms, volcanic activity, the layers of the Earth’s atmosphere and 
geosphere, the tilt of the Earth’s axis, the impacts of its revolution around the Sun, and the Sun’s role 
as source of energy for life on Earth. Students are introduced to elements as the basic substances of 
all matter and the relationship between matter and particles; they also encounter such core concepts 
of physics as energy transformation, gravitation, and Newton’s first and second laws of motion. They 
design simple and parallel circuits and use the engineering design process to generate solutions 
to real-world problems. Finally, they conduct research, formulate questions, make predictions and 
observations, conduct fair tests using the scientific method, record their findings, and draw conclusions 
for future investigation. This course includes a printed Parent and Teacher Guide that will help you 
support your student’s learning. 

Social Studies K
Social Studies K introduces emerging learners to the knowledge and skills that help them to become 
active and valued participants in their community. Students learn the importance of rules and 
regulations in guiding community behavior and the role of government and other institutions. They 
explore the concept of good citizenship and values such as respect, democracy, cooperation, and 
equality in the context of the family and the local community. This course lays the foundation for 
understanding the past by teaching the importance of a sequence of events, introducing historical 
figures, and developing students skill in distinguishing fact and opinion. Finally, students learn about 
the world around them, including how geography influences society, how maps represent places, and 
how communities rely on trade in goods and services. This course includes a printed Parent and Teacher 
Guide that will help you support your student’s learning. 

Social Studies 1
Social Studies 1 leads students beyond their local community to consider their place in their state, the 
nation, and the world. They explore the function and characteristics of government in the United States, 
including the role of rules and laws and the rights and responsibilities of citizens. Students also learn 
how to ask questions and gather information to understand history. The course focuses on developing 
students knowledge of the interplay between the physical world and human societies, as they learn 
basic geography skills, such as map reading, and examine the impact of the environment on how and 
where people live and how regional variations drive trade in both goods and services. Finally, students 
build their understanding of good citizenship by identifying ways to contribute to the community and 
avoid conflict and by interacting respectfully with others. This course includes a printed Parent and 
Teacher Guide that will help you support your student’s learning.

Social Studies 2 
Social Studies 2 empowers students to become productive citizens by developing their knowledge 
and skills in civics, history, geography, and economics. They deepen their understanding of the U.S. 
government by explaining the role of the three branches of government and of the U.S. Constitution. 
Students extend their knowledge of U.S. history to recognize the impact of important figures and 
movements of the past, and they begin to think like historians by identifying reliable sources, crafting 
compelling questions, distinguishing fact and opinion, and using timelines to structure series of events. 
The course highlights the role of international relations, including both alliances and international 
trade, as well as the importance of geography and regional variations in resources and production. 
Finally, students learn core concepts of economics, including supply and demand, scarcity, and cost and 
benefits, as well as the functions of banks, and relate these concepts to individuals and communities. 
This course includes a printed Parent and Teacher Guide that will help you support your student’s 
learning.
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Social Studies 3 
Social Studies 3 focuses on the United States, including its government and its laws. Students are 
encouraged to think about what it means to be productive, responsible citizens of both the nation and 
their own local communities. To support their learning about U.S. history and differing cultures and 
perspectives, students are taught to evaluate the validity of sources, especially websites; to develop 
and research compelling questions on historical topics; to work with timelines; and to distinguish 
between fact and opinion. They develop presentation skills that include constructing arguments to 
support their opinions and using visual aids to add interest to oral reports. Finally, students expand 
their map-reading skills and learn the fundamentals of financial literacy. This course includes a printed 
Parent and Teacher Guide that will help you support your student’s learning.

Social Studies 4 
Social Studies 4 introduces students to critical analysis, as they develop more detailed knowledge of 
U.S. and world history and the influence of individual perspectives on documents and events. Students 
assess and use a wide variety of primary and secondary sources to research compelling questions and 
present interpretations and arguments in both written and oral form, supporting their positions with 
details drawn from those reliable sources. They learn the rights and responsibilities of citizens and how 
people and groups can work together to accomplish common goals. Students also explore how regional 
differences in physical environment and culture affect how people live and work. This course fosters 
a command of the concepts and tools of geography, such as latitude, longitude, maps of various kinds, 
and scales. Students also gain an understanding of core aspects of economics, including resources, 
production, consumption, and international trade. This course includes a printed Parent and Teacher 
Guide that will help you support your student’s learning.

Social Studies 5 
Social Studies 5 puts American history front and center, as students learn about the Native American 
civilizations of the Americas, the discovery of the New World by European explorers, the founding 
of the United States, westward expansion, and the coming of the Industrial Revolution. Students 
leverage research skills to analyze historical events and documents, and they present their findings 
using arguments based on reliable sources with supporting facts. They refine their ability to 
distinguish fact from opinion in the context of historical investigation. Students also broaden their 
understanding of government by recognizing how the system of checks and balances works at both 
national and state levels, and they identify and interpret important songs and symbols of the United 
States. Civic responsibility is woven throughout the curriculum, and students recognize the value 
of public service and the traits of good leaders. Social Studies 5 also explores the themes, tools, and 
techniques of geography. Students learn how human interaction with the environment has caused 
change, both beneficial and detrimental, in the past and in the present. Finally, they learn how the U.S. 
economy functions, including the role of government and multinational organizations in domestic and 
international trade. This course includes a printed Parent and Teacher Guide that will help you support 
your student’s learning. 
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ELECTIVE SEMESTER COURSES 

Cursive Handwriting Elementary (Either Semester)
In the Cursive Handwriting course, students will have the opportunity to learn the art of cursive 
handwriting. This course uses videos and written lessons to demonstrate and explain how each letter is 
written. Students will practice their cursive writing using engaging activity pages.
 
Music (Either Semester)
Music 1, students are introduced to music fundamentals such as solfage, rhythms, dynamics, meter, 
instrument families, and dance forms. Each topic is presented through the use of music and movement 
activities that include reading, singing, dancing, and writing. Students improvise original rhythmic 
compositions. They sing using various forms of musical expression and dance. They learn and practice 
proper stage and performance etiquette techniques, and they explore the ways in which music and 
dance work together to create specific dance forms. Students also learn about American composers 
whose music has influenced the American society.
 
Physical Education- Elem (Either Semester)
Physical Education Elementary offers students a complete physical education experience where 
students are encouraged to live healthy lifestyles through good food choices and daily activity. The 
course begins by introducing students to the requirements for completion, which include 36 hours of 
organized, supervised physical activity. Students document all activity within their PE Logs. From there, 
students learn about a number of different elements of a healthy lifestyle, including safety, working 
with others, responsibility, stretching, healthy versus unhealthy foods, and warming-up and cooling-
down. Regardless of the activity students are asked to do on a given day, they are expected to get up 
and move for a certain amount of time within each lesson. This expectation encourages students to 
be active every day by creating a routine. Students can be active by performing different exercises, 
engaging in different activities, or by using items from their grade-appropriate physical education kits, 
which are available to purchase. The kit is designed to work in conjunction with the course content 
and contains age-appropriate exercise and activity items. Adaptive physical education activities are 
available for this course. 

Visual Arts (Either Semester)
Art and Visual Culture, students analyze and interpret artwork created by others, examine the concepts 
of aesthetics and art criticism, and explore the practical application of art in a variety of careers. Art and 
Visual Culture highlights drawing as a form of communication and introduces students to the elements 
of art and principles of design through hands-on activities. Students sharpen their observation skills 
using a variety of art media and become adept at using basic techniques and processes to depict the 
world around them. Furthermore, students express their thoughts and feelings through art practice and 
experimentation. This course prepares students to pursue art as an area of study.

 ■ ELA  $155 or range $26-$360 per grade level 
 ■ Math $95 or range $60-132
 ■ Science $120 or $57-285

 ■ Social Studies  $20 or $13-28
 ■ Art  $120 or $103-125
 ■ Music $30 or $8-76
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